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Biography. 


From the Christian Observer: 
MEMOIRS OF MRS. LETITIA COCKBURN. 


Mrs. Leriti1a Cocksurn was 
defcended in the female line from 
the noble family of the Ruffels. 
Lofing her parents when young, 
the care of her education devolved 
on an affectionate aunt ; a woman 
of fine fenfe, polifhed manners, and 
exemplary virtue. Whilft under 
the age of twenty fhe was united 
to an officer in the army; who, 
by diktinguifhed merit in his pro- 
feffion, attained to a high military 
rank. I this fituation fhe was 
led to mix with perfons in the up- 
per ranks of fociety, and to partake 
with the gaiety of youth, of the 
pleafures and diflipation peculiar 
to the fafhionable world. But 
though placed in fuch unfavoura- 
ble circumitances, the (till difcharg- 
ed, in a confcientious manner, 
the duties of a wife and a mother. 
Nor did her intercourfe with the 
world make her forget the impor- 
tance of religion: fhe had been 
taught, whilft a child, to think of 
religion with the higheft reverence, 
and the impreffion remained after 
fhe was grown up. She was in the 


conftant habit of reading her Bible, 


nor did fhe permit herfelf, at any 
time, to neglect attendance on pub- 
lick worthip, or the exercife of pri- 
vate devotion. She even perfuad- 
ed herfelf that fhe loved God and 
kept his commandments ; in fhort, 
that fhe fulfilled every demand 
which religion had, either on her 
Vol. I. No. 3. N 


life, or her affe@tions: fhe was 
therefore perfectly at eafe in the 
courfe which fhe was purfuing. 
But it pleafed God, by means of 
fome afflictive difpenfations, to lead 
her to confider her ways more per- 
fectly, to perceive their vanity, and 
by degrees to appreciate more juft- 
ly her ftate and charaéter before 
God, and to apply her heart to 
true wifdem. After drinking 
deeply of the bitter cup of afflic- 
tion, fhe found that the world, 
with all its pleafures, was a milfe- 
rable comforter ; that her beft 
friend was her God and Saviour, 
and her fafeft counfellor the word 
ofhis grace. Various events lead- 
ing her to a more private fituation 
in life, fhe was now lefs diverted 
from religious purfuits ; and to 
the utmoit of her ability the em- 
ployed herfelf in the exercife of pi- 
ety, benevolence, and charity to 
the poor: Indeed fhe was by na- 
ture generous, kindly affectioned, 
and given to hofpitality, though, 
at the fame time, her temper was 
halty, impetuous, and impatient 
of reftraint. 

It pleafed God, in his great 
goodnefs at this time, to introduce 
to her acquaintance feveral per+ 
fons, who “knew the grace of 
God in truth,” and who did not 
fhun to declare to her the whole 
counfel of God. Their friendly 
admonitions for fome time feemed 
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Obituary. 


- England, May 6, WiLt1am™ Per- 
, Marquis of Lansdown, Earl Wy- 
pte Pay Viscount Calne, Baron Wy- 
combe, in England, Earl of Shelburne, 
(the title he used to be known by in 
America) Viscount Fitzmaurice, Baron 
Dunkerson, in Ireland, Knight of the 
Garter, and a General of the Army, 
aged 69. He filled a large space in so- 
ciety as a statesman, an orator, an ac- 
complished geatleman, a liberal patron 
of the arts, and a most amiable man in 
private life. 

AtParis,M.FrawxcisTaworse,clerk 
in the French treasury, aged $8 He 
le ft behind him no less than ten widows, 
though he was a bachelor until 1792. 
In his will he declares he never intend- 
ed to marry, had not the National Con- 
vention passed the law for easy divor- 
ces. He leaves to each of his widows 
an annuity of 200 livres ( 501.) as he says 
they were all equally dear to him. Not 
one of them is yet thirty years of age. 

In Russia, March 20, the Right Rev. 
Father Gasstst Grvsrr, General 
of the Society of Jesuits. 

In Berl, Feb 25, Frenoearere 
Lovrsa Queenof Prussia, of the House 
ef Hesse Ar mstadt, and widow of 
Fredenck William II _Kingof Prussia, 
born Oct. 16, 1751, aged 54 

In Jamaica, Mrs. Mitts, aged 118; 
she was followed to the grave by 295 
of her children, rene grand chikiren, 
and great creat grand chikiren, sixty of 
whom named Shanks, belong to the re- 
giment ofmilitia for St. Elizabeth's par. 
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June 19th, Mr. Geonce Tucker, of 
Milton, aged 56, in attempting to place 
himselfon the tongue of a waggon, he 
was driving through Roxbury, acci- 
dentally fi il before o. wheels, “which 
passed over his body, and instantly ter- 
minated his life. 

In Portsmouth, June Sth, Mrs. Ma. 
ry, the amiabie consort of the Rev. Dr. 
Bucx Minster, aged 39. She was in 
the enjoyment of her usual health about 
three hours previous to her death. 

In Miffim county, (Penn.) the Rev. 
Mr.Locayx. The manner ofhis death 
was remarkable : For a considerable 
time he had been ailing. but was still 
able to officiate in the pastoral office. 
On the 19th ultimo, he went to church 
as usual, performed divine service, and 
immediately afterward sunk downin 
the pulpit, and expired. 

At New Havew, {Con.) Mr. Euisza 
Atwoop, by the bursting of an over- 
charged musket, a piece of the barrel 
passing his head 

In Boston, the 15th inst. Mr. Txzox- 
as Batpwrt™s, jun. aged?1, the only son 
of the Rev. Dr. Baldwin. He was as- 
sistant instructor in one of the publick 
schools in this town, im which situation 
he gave general satisfaction. Open in 
his deportment, he possessed a mind 
truly generous, and a heart woed of de- 


ceit. He bore a formidable operation 
and most afficuve disease with manly 
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Poetry. 


ON READING THE LIFE OF COWPER. 
Addressed to Mr. H. 


PLUNG’D deep in sorrow, 

And dead to all those phantom forms of bliss, 
Which once awoke this soul to keen delighr ; 
To nature’s charms, to friendship’s sacred glow, 
And ¢’en to hope’s delicious transports dead, 
What magic pow’r shail set the prisoner free, 
And give again forgotten ecstacies ? 

Is it a d-eam, or do those favoured souls, 

Who from high heaven inhale celestial light, 
And beam benevolence on Meaner worms, — 
Is it a dream, or do they roand my home, 

J ais little sock obscure, diffuse their b-ams. 
Steal the torn heart once more from Mis’ry’s 


gTasp, 
And bid it rise and glow with Virtue’s fire ? 
Yes, "tis reality, the saint, the bard, 
With silent awe long honoured and rever’d, 
Discioses the mild graces of his scal, 
Refinement, tenderness, benevolence, 
And with a charm ineffabie, unfolds 
Allthat is exceilent in human kind. 
i thank thee, Heaven, that earth is not so poor 
As once I deem’d it ; that there still is lefr. 
Who taste of friendship’s hallow’d mysteries, 
Who fill domestick life with peace ard love, 
Who carry on celestial intercourse, — 
And who by virtue’s animating aid, 
Make life’s uneven path “ a downy road ;”” 
And thoagh there comes an hour, an awful hour, 
When Mary’s soothing voice is heard no more, 
Aad Cowper’s throbbing spirit sinks to rest, 
Translated, where the just made perfect, dwell, 
Live, rise, and reiga for ever ; and when nigh: 
Veils Earth’s mysterious miseries from my 
view, 
I see their sainted forms, hear their soft hymns, 
And fain would dream, that me, such imter 
course 
Deny’d below, they beckon to their rest ! 
HAYLEY, this importune of praise forgive, 
Forgive presumption, which thy work inspires. 
To snatch from misery’s grasp, and fing de- 
light, 
Long, long untasted, o’er an ardent mind, 
To thee is higher bliss, or mach I err, 
Than to bestow on them another rose, 
Whose path already, fate has strew’d with 
flowers. 
Friend of the sxinted Bard, farewell, farewell. 
But if perchance, when sorrow’s schooi shail 
close, 
Admitted ro the threshold of the place. 
Where boly souls convene in better strains, 
There will I thank thee for suspended grief, 
For richest gleams of intellectual Diiss 
Laghting a darksome passage to ibe tomb. 
MM. Bfag. 


THE DECALOGUE. 

{ AM the Lord thy God, serve only me, 
Before no idols impiozs bend the knee : 

Use not my name in trifi-s or im jest 5 
Dare not profane my sasred day of rest; 
E’er to thy parents due obedicuce pay : 

Thy fellow creature. man, thou shalt not slay; 
In a0 adalt’rous conmmerce bear a part; 

From sity keep with care thy hand and 


All false " Reancis ngisasc def Chatiie taie 
And ne’er indulge a wish for his estate 


Exrep. Mex. 
, —___—__} 


LINES Cowper's “ CONVERSATION,”’ 
cppli te the aw of th: lete SAMUEL 
ENNETT. 


OULE have seen (ane hope pexhage ia vain, 
E’er iife go down to see such sights ag2in) 
A veteran warrior in the christian Gcid, 
Who never saw the sword he could ace wield 
Grave without dulsc::, lecracd withost pride, 
Exact, yet not precise, though werk, bern 7°24 ; 
A man that would hzve foil’d at their own play 
A doten would-be’s of the modern diay < 
Who, when cocasion justified its use. 
Had wit as bright as ready to prodace ; 
Could fetch from records of an earlier age, 
Or from philosophy’s enlighten ’d pag, 
His rich materials ; and mgale your car 
With strains, it was a privilege to hear. 
Yet, chove ALL, his laxery supreme, 
Ard his chief glory. was the GOSPEL thezse- 
There he was copious as old Greece or Rrexc, 
His happy eloquence seem’d there of kume. 
Ambitious, not to shine. or to excel, 
Bat to treat justly what be low’d so well 
Christiza Obsercz. 
HYMN SACRED TO TRUTH. 
HAIL, Sacred Troth ! whose piercing r273 
Dispel the shades of night, 
Diffusing o'er the meatal world 
The healing beams of light. 
Till THOU appear, the wounded soul, 
In agonizing pars. 
The way of peace incessant seeks. 
Bat Ginds ber efforts vain. 


Philosophy. and Mora] Sense. 
With their officious pride, 
Condact to labyrinths of woe 
Whom they presame to ge de. 
JESUS! thy word, etd Sicndiy aid 
Withdraws oor wand'ring feet, 
Converts the sorrows of thre mame 
To pors divinely sweet. 
The banner of thy cross dispizy, 
Dear signal af thy love - 
Till ew'ry tomgee confess thy sway, 
Aad evry heart aprrose. Den. Maz. 
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90 Memoirs of Mrs. Letitia Cockbirn. 


to be as feed buried in the earth ; 
but at length it produced fruit to 
his glory. As fhe was returning 
from church on the 25th of May, 
1804, fhe was attacked with a 
a painful and dangerous diforder, 
and from that time fhe became ev- 
idently more alive than ever to the 
great concerns of eternity. Deep- 
ly convinced of the {fpirituality of 
God’s holy law, and of her own 

uilt in having violated it, fhe 
plainly felt her awful fituation as 
a loft finner, and was led: by the 
Spirit of God to flee for refuge to 
the hope fet before her in: the: gof- 
pel. Her diforder, though flow 
in its progrefs, was not to be over- 
come: but to her own confolation, 
and the great joy of her friends, 
as her bodily ftrength declined, 
her fpiritual ftrength manifeftly 
increafed day by day. While déf- 
courfing with her beloved fon, fhe 
would often fay to htm, “ I know 
not to what caufe to afcribe it, but 
I never felt fuch calm refignation 
to the will of God, daring any 
former illnefs, as I now do.” 
When fhe perceived his grief and 
anxiety on her account, fhe fweetly 
veproved him for it. Though in 


much pain fhe complained not ; 


and: with: little or no-hope of re- 
covery fhe was perfectly calm, and 
in her words and actions mild and 
gentle as a lamb. Even when 
much enfeebled, fhe was often 
heard to fing paris of the Magnif- 
‘cat in a clear fine voice, particu- 
larly the words ‘* My foul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my {pirit 
hath rejoiced in-God my Saviour,” 
and during the fharpeit paroxy{ms 
of pain the would often. repeat, 
Glory be to God.—At intervals 
of eafe fhe requetted her dear 
daughter-in-law, whoie attentions 
were unremitted, to read to her 
the feven firlt, and the lat ftanza, 
ofthe 139th Pialm, N. V. Du- 


[4ugust, 


ring the converfations which fhe 
frequently had with a pious cler- 
gyman of the Church of England, 
who frequently vifited her in her 
illnefs, and who was made the 
inftrument of great good to her 
foul, when reminded by him of 
her loft eftate by nature, and that 
the atoning blood of Chrift was 
the only foundation of her hopes, 
fhe conftantly profefled that fhe 
knew fhe was a finner, had no mer- 
it of herown to plead, and thather 
only hope was-in the tender mer- 
cies of her Redeemer, who fhed 
his bieed for the remiffion of fins. 

Toward. the latter end of Sep- 
tember her diforder had made fuch 
ravages; that hope was at an end, 
and about the laft ten days of her 
life fhe was confined wholly to 
her bed. Frequently and moft 
devoutly did fhe befeech God in 
his mercy, to blefs her children 
and friends, and to forgive all who 
had injured her, declaring that fhe 
herfelt molt cordially forgave 
them. Such declarations fhe 
made repeatedly and emphatically 
before her participation of the fa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, in 
which folemn act of devotion her 
fervid piety was highly edifying. 
The prayers of her pious friends 
had been repeatedly offered at the 
throne of grace for divine fupport 
and confolation ; and both were 
now extended.to her in a remark- 
able manner. Her foul appeared 
to be filled with a fenfe of her Sa- 
viour’s love, and fhe feemed to 
have a foretalte of the happinefs 
which awaited her in that better 
world to which fhe was faft ap- 
proaching. On the day before 
her death, fhe fuffered great pain, 
and was very reftlefs. On the 
next day, which was her laft, fhe 
appeared perfectly eafy, with a 
placid {mile in her countenance 
expreflive of the ferenity that pre- 
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vailed within. Bean’s Prayer for 
Departing Souls was read, and, 
after fome interval, the Commen- 
datory Prayer for a Perfon at the 
Point of Death, which, after anoth- 
er interval, wasrepeated. Asthe 
prayer advanced her breathing be- 
came weaker ; and as the prayer 
ended fhe breathed her laft. Her 
fpirit and the interceffion of her 
chriftians friends, it is hoped, af- 
cended to heaven together. Her 
fon, who had not moved from her 
bedfide for a confiderable time be- 
fore her departure, held her hands 
between his at this folemn moment, 
and received her laft breath. 
Not a groan nor throb was heard, 
nor was the leaft changé of coun- 
tenance perceptable.—She fell a- 
fleep in Jesus. 

Thus died thisexcellent woman, 
at her fon’s houfe in Lanfdown- 
place, Bath, on Sunday evening, 
the 11th of November, 1804, in 
the feventy-fecond year of her age. 
May every reader of this narra- 
tive, encouraged by fo ftriking an 
inftance of divine mercy, become 
a follower of them who, through 
faith and patience, inherit the 
promifes; that, tegether -with 
thofe who have died in the Lord, 
he may be a joyful partaker of 
that bleffed reit which remaineth 
for the people of God. 

From the Christian Observer. 
LIFE OF ST. IRENAEUS. 

History ‘has conveyed to us 
few particulars of the firft years 
of the life of Ireneus, and has not 
even {pecified his country, or the 
place of his birth. There is, how- 
ever, fufficient ground for believ- 
ing him to have been a Greek, and 
to have acquired in his youth a 
competent acquaintance with the 
philofophy and literature, which 
were then in vogue. The circum- 
flances which led him to embrace 


chriftianity areno where mention- 
ed ; but it appears, from his own 
writings, as well as from the telfti- 
mony of Eufebius and Theodo- 
ret, that he was placed, at an ear- 
ly age, under the inftruétions of 
St. Polycarp, the Bifhop of Smyr- 
na, who had been the difciple of 
St. John. His words are, “ when 
I was yet a child I was in the Low- 
er Afia with Polycarp ;”’ and “ I 
remember the things then done 
better than what has ‘happened of 
late: for what we learn being chil- 
dren, increafes together with the 
mind itfelf, and is clofely united 
to it: Infomuch that I am able 
to tell even the place where the 
bleffed Polycarp fat and difcourf- 
ed ; alfo his goings-out and com- 
ings-in ; his manner of life ; the 
fhape of his body; his difcourfes 
to the people ; the familiar inter- 


courfe which he faid he had with | 


John, and with the reft who had 
feen the Lord ; and how he re- 
hearfed their fayings; and what 
they were which he had heard 
from them concerning the Lord, 
his miracles, and his doétrines. 
According as Polycarp received 
them from thofe who with their 
own eyes beheld the word of life, 
fo he related them, agreeing in 
all things with the {fcriptures. 
Thefe things, by the mercy of 
God beftowed on me, I then heard 
diligently, and copied them out, 
not in paper, but in my heart; 
and by the grace of God I do con- 
tinually and fincerely ruminate on 
them.” 

The account which has been al- 
ready given of Polycarp* fuffi- 
ciently fhews, that byhim Irenzus 
muft have been taught the true 
and uncorrupted do¢trine of the 
Apoftles ; and was likely alfa, 
confidering the deep reverence 


* The life of Polycarp shall be given in afw 
ture number, 
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which he felt for his mafter, to im- 
bibe from him a fpirit nearly alli- 
ed to theirs. Accordingly we 
find him, in after life, to have 
been an eminent example of the 
effe& of genuine chriltianity in 
fanctifying the heart, and elevat- 
yng the foul above worldly and 
fenfual objects. 

Irenzus is alfo iaid to have been, 
for fome time, a fcholar of Papias, 
the Bifhop of Hierapolis,* a man 
of unqueftionable piety, but of a 
weak judgment and narrow under- 
ese which, leading him to 
mifapprehend fome of the more 
abitrufe parts of f{cripture, prov- 
ed the occafion of great errors in 
many who followed him and re- 
vered his. memory ; errors, the 
contagion of which Irenzus him- 
{elf did not wholly efcape. 

Of the life of Irenzus nothing 
more is known until the year of 
our Lord 177. We then find 
him aéting as Prefbyter of the 
Church of Lyons in France, under 
Pothinus, who was Bifhop of 
that fee. The circumftances 
which led to his being placed in 
this fituation have not been re- 
corded: but the gofpel having * 
been firft planted in Lyons, at no 
very remote period, by means of 
miffionaries fent thither by one 
of the Afiatick churches, the Gal- 
lick chriilians probably continued 
paftors from the fame quarter; 
availing themfelves for that pur- 
pofe of the commercial _inter- 
courfe fubfilting between the two 
countries. Pothinus, the Bith- 
op, was evidently a Greek as well 
as Ireneus. | 

Soon after Marcus Aurelius 
Antoniust had fucceeded to the 


* Papias had ‘likewife been a difciple 
of St. John. 

+ This is the fame perfon whom Mr. 
Pope celebrates in the following lines : 


throne of the Cefars, a perfecu- 
tion ¢Ommenced againft the 
chriftiahs, which continued with 
only occafional and partial inter- 
miffions during his reign of nine- 
teen years.* In 177, the ftorm 
of this perfecution fell with pe- 
culiar violence on France, and 
particularly on the churches of 
Lyons and Vienne. An account 
of the miferies which it there pro- 
duced is contained in an epiftle 
addrefled by thefe herchits to 
their brethren in Afia and Phryg- 
ia, and written, as is moft proba- 
ble, by Irenzus himfelf ; the fub- 
ftance of which will now be giv- 
en. 


“ Who noble ends by noble means ob- 
tains, 

Or failing {miles in exile or in chains ; 

Like good Aurelius let him reign or 
bleed 

Like Socrates ; that man is great in- 
deed.” 

It would not have fuited the poet’s 
purpofe,or rather that of his infidel in- 
ftructor, Bolingbroke, to have exhibit- 
ed to view, as eminent examples of vir- 
tue, thofe whofe ardent love of Chirft, 
and whole realizing views of eternity, 
a rendered them fuperior to ev- 

worldly or felfifh confideration : 
whom neither tribulation, nor diftrefs, 
nor perfecution, nor famine, nor nak- 
ednefs, nor peril, nor the fword, could 
move from the profecution of the no- 
bleft end; the glory of God, by the no- 
bleft means ; an entire devotednefs of 
themfelves, fouls and bodies, to his fer- 
vice. No, it is the implacable perfecu- 
tor of thofe very men, every period of 
whofe hiftory is ftained with their 
blood, and whofe delegated cruelties 
toward them (though they were, in- 
deed, the excellent of the earth) can- 
not be read without indignation and 
horror; this is the man whom our 
chriftian Poet {elects as his pattern of 
imperial magnanimity, of true geod- 
nefs and noblenefs of mind! See Mil- 
ner’s Church Hiftory, Vol. 1. 


* It was to the fury of this perfecu- 
tion that St. Polycarp and Juftin Mar- 
tyr, fell viclims. 
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SUBSTANCE OF THE EPISTLE, &c. 


We are unable to give you any 
adequate idea of the fury mani- 
fefted by the heathens againft the 
faints, or of the fufferings of 
the bleffed martyrs. Our grand 
adverfary affailed us with ail his 
might, and left no method of cru- 
elty unpraétifed. We were for- 
bidden to appear in the baths, or 
the forum; in any houfe except 
our own, or indeed in any place 
whatfoever. But the Grace of 
God fought for us, preferving the 
weak, and expofing to the fury of 
the tempter thofe chiefly, who, 
being armed with patience, were 
able to withftand his affault, 
and to endure every fpecies of 
pain and reproach, efteemin 
them light and trivial, for the 
fake of Chrift, and the glory 
which fhould follow. They firft 
courageoufly fuftained the fhouts, 
blows, plunder, ftonings, and all 
other outrages and indignities 
which an exafperatéd mob could 
be expected to infli@. They then 
underwent a publick examination, 
and confefling themfelves to be 
chriftians were fhut up in prifon. 
When the prefident arrived, they 
were brought before his tribunal, 
and treated with the utmoft bru- 
tality. Vettius Epagathus, an 
eminent example of piety and de- 
yotednefs to God, was moved with 
indignation at witnefling fucha per- 
verlion of juftice, and requelted 
permiflion to repel the charge of 
impiety which was made againft 
the chriftians, His requeft was 
refufed, and he himfelf, confefling 
that he was a chriftian, was num- 
bered with the martyrs. But 
having within him the Holy Spir- 
it, and being a genuine’ difciple of 
Chrift, he gladly laid down his 
life for the brethren, Sollowing the 
Lamb whither foever he goth. Oth- 


ers were examined at the fame 
time, who proved illuftrious and 
ready martyrs; while fome prov. 
éd unequal to fo great a combat. 
Of thefe ten fell away, whofe cafe 
filled us with deep dejection on 
their account, and with alarming 
fears, not of being tortured, but 
left any of us alfo hould be tempt- 
éd to apoftatize from the faith. 
The molt eminent perfons of both 
churches were now daily appre- 
hended, and with them fome of 
our heathen fervants, who weré 
induced, by the dread of torture, 
to charge us with eating human 
flefh, and with other praétices not 
fiteven to be named. This in- 
cenfed, beyond ail bounds, againft 
us many even of thofe who before 
had been more moderate. The 
holy martyrs were now called to 
endure inexpreflible tortures, Sa- 
tan endeavouring to extort from 
them alfo fome flander againt 
chriftianity. The rage of the 
multitude, as well as of the prefi- 
dent and the foldiery, was chiefly 
dire&ted againft Sandtus, a deacon 
of Vienne ; Maturus, who had on- 
ly recently been baptized ; Atta- 
lus, of Pergamus, a main pillar of 
the church; and Biandina, who, 
notwithftanding our fears for her 
weaknefs, was fupplied with fo 
much fortitude, that even thofe 
who in fucceflion were torturing 
her from morning till night were 
worn out, and owned themfelves 
vanquifhed. ‘They were even a- 
mazed that fhe fhould be ftill a- 
live, mangled and pierced as was 
her whole body. But in the mid 
of all her torments, it feemed to 
abate her pains, and to recruit 
her fpirits to be able to fay, “I 
am a chriftian, and no wickednefs 
is acted among us.” 

The aftonithing courage with 


which Sanétus encountered the 
intenfe fufferings he was made to 





eR, a Nl 





34 


undergo, excited in an extraordi- 
nary degree the rage both of the 
governour and the torturers. At 
laft they applied red hot plates 
of brais to the tendere(ft parts of 
his body : thefe were indeed 
burnt ; but he ftil] ftood unmov- 
ed, and firm in his confeflion, be- 
ing refrefhed by that heavenly 
fountain of living water which 
flows from the body of Chrift. 
His body was now one continued 
wound, and fcarcely retained the 
humaa form ; but Chrift wrought 
wonders in him, fhewing that 
nothing is to be dreaded where 
the love of God, and the glory of 
Chrift are prefent. For fome 
days after, while his body was in 
an extremely tender ftate, iwoln 
and inflamed by what he had fuf- 
fered, they hoped, by repeating 
the fame courfe of tortures, to 
fubdue his conftancy ; or at leaft 
to firike a terror into the refit. 
But fo far was this from being 
the cafe, that under this fecond in- 
fliction he feemed, by the grace of 
Chrift, rather to recover his form- 
er fhape, and the ufe of his limbs. 

Biblias, one of thofe who had 
denied Chrift, was now brought 
to the torture, in the hope of 
compelling her to charge the 
chriftians with imptous prattices. 
But on being tortured, fhe feemed 
to awake as it were out of fleep, 
and to be reminded by her prefent 
{fufferings of the everlaifting tor- 
ments of Hell. Denying, there- 
fore, the truth of fuch allegations, 
fhe added, ** How jhould fuch 
perfons eat children to whom it is 
unlawful even to eat the blood of 
bealis?”? She then confefled her- 
felf a chriflian, and was added to 
the army of martyrs. 

The torments already inflicted 
proving ineffeftual through the 
power of Chrift, the martyrs were 
imprifoned in dark and noifome 
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places, their feet diftended in the 
{tocks, till many were fuffocated, 
and others died in prifon of the 
tortures they had endured. Ma- 
ny, however, furvived, notwith- 
ftanding their deftitution of all 
human aid, being ftrengthened by 
the Lord. 

Pothinus, the Bifhop, who was 
above ninety years of age, and ve- 
ry infirm in body, though flrong in 
{pirit, was now brought before the 
tribunal, and having, amid the 
fhouts of the multitude, witneffed 
a good confeflion, he was violent- 
ly dragged about and inhumanly 
beaten, until fcarcely any breath 
was left in him. He was then 
cait into prifon, and after two 
days expired, 

It is particularly worthy of re- 
mark, that fuch as on being feized 
had denied Chrift partook of the 
fame miferies in prifon as the mar- 
tyrs, being treated as guilty by 
their own confeffion of murder 
and inceft; while they were deiti- 
tute of the joy of martyrdom, the 
hope of the gofpel, the love of 
Chrift, and the confolations of the 
Spirit of God. Opprefled with 
the pangs of guilt, their dejected 
looks diftinguifhed them from the 
faithful, who went forth cheerful- 
ly, their countenances beaming 
with grace and glory: moreover, 
the very heathens reviled them as 
cowards and murderers. When 
the others obferved thefe things 
they became more fleadfaft in the 
faith, and yielded not to the fug- 
geftions of the devil. 

The martyrs fuffered death in 
various ways. Maturus, Sanctus, 
Blandina, and Attalus, were pro- 
duced on one of the days of the 
fhews before the wild beafts in the 
amphitheatre. There the two 


firt again underwent all forts of 
torments, having been previoufly 


{courged in their paflage thither. 
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They were torn, and dragged up 
and down by the wild beatfts, and 
fubjected alfo to every barbarity 
which the populace chofe to call 
for, and at laft to the iron chair, 
m whigh their bodies were fo 
broiled as to produce a molt of- 
fenfive odour. Nor did the cruel- 
ties of their perfeeutors end here, 
but were continued with the ut- 
moft fiercenefs until thefe two ho- 
ly men at length expired under 
their fufferings. 

Blandina was fufpended to a 
flake and expofed to the wild 
beafts ; and forming as fhe hung 
the figure of a crofs, her appear- 
ance ferved to encourage the 
chriftians by exciting a lively re- 
collection of Him who was crucifi- 
ed, that he might obtain for thofe 
who believe in him and fuffer for 
his fake, eternal communion with 
the living God. None of the 
beafts touching her, fhe was tak- 
en down and caft again into prif- 
on, being referved for another 
combat. Attalus alfo, being ve- 
hemently called for by the popu- 
lace, came forward with ferenity, 
and was led round the theatre, 
preceded by the tablet, on which 
was infcribed, * This is Attalus 
the chriftian.” The rage of the 
people againft him was exceflive : 
but the prefident underftanding 
that he was a Roman citizen re- 
manded him to prifon, till he 
fhould learn the will of the empe- 
ror ref{pecting perfons in his cir- 
cumitances. Therefpite which was 
thus obtained, proved highly ben- 
eficial to the church. . The mer- 
ey of Chrilt confpicuoufly appear- 


ed in the patience with which he - 


armed his fervants : and by means 
of the martyrs, molt of thofe who 
had renounced the faith were born 
anew, and acquired courage to 
profefs themfelves chriftians ; and 
being joyfully reftored to the bo- 


fom of the church, they lon 
for a frefh opportunity of bemg 
examined. ‘The emperor’s orders 
were, that fuch as confefled them- 
felves chriftians fhould be put to 
death by torture, and that the a- 
poftates fhould be difmiffed. It 
being now, therefore, the time of 
the public games, the martyrs 
were again brought before the 
populace. Such of them as were 
Roman citizens were beheaded, 
the reft were thrown to the wild 
beafts. Chrift was now in a par- 
ticular manner glorified in thofe 
who had formerly apoftatized ; 
for boldly avowing themfelves 
chriftians they alfo were added to 
the number of the martyrs. None 
now remained in a ftate of apofta- 
cy but a few whofe conduct had 
always been a reproach to chrif- 
tianity, and had fhewn them nev- 
er to have poffeffed true faith, nor 
to have had the fear of God be- 
fore their eyes. 

During the courfe of the exam- 
inations, one Alexander, who was 
diftinguifhed by his love of God, 
by his boldnefs in preaching, and 
by his apoftolical endowments, 
ftood near the tribunal, and with 
geftures animated the chriftians 
to profefs the faith. This con- 
duc excited the indignation of the 
populace againft him, and being 
interrogated and confefling him- 
felf a chriftian, he was condemn- 
ed to death. The next day he 
and Attalus were expofed togeth- 
er to the wild bealts, and having 
fultained all the ufual methods of 
torture, were at laft run through 
with afword. Alexander expired 
without having uttered a word or 
a groan, communing inwardly 
with God. during his conflié. 
But Attalus, when placed in the 
iron chair and thoroughly {corch- 
ed, faid, *“* You indeed devour 
men, but we neither devour men, 
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hor pragtice any Other wicked- 
nefs.”’ | 

On the laft day of the thews, 
Blandina was again brought forth 
with Ponticus, a youth of fifteen 
(who had both been daily led in 
to fee the tortures of the reit :} 
and the multitude being greatly 
enraged againft them on account 
of their firmly refufing to {wear 
by the idols, and their contemning 
the gods, no pity was fhewn either 
to the fex of the one, or the youth 
of the other. The whole circuit 
of tortures was infliéed on them 
without effec. Ponticus, after a 
molt heroic exertion of patience, 
to which he was animated by 
his fifter Blandma, gave up the 
ghoft. Blandina, having firlt been 
fcourged and expofed to the wild 
beafts, and alfo fet m the iron 
chair, was at laft enclofed in a 
net and thrown to a bull, which 
toffed her for fome time: fhe ftiil 
appeared, however, fuperior to all 
her fufferings, borne up by hope 
and faith and communion with 
Chrift, until being run through 
with a fword, fhe at length breath- 
ed out her foul. Even the hea- 
thens owned that no woman had 
ever before fuftained fuch tortures. 
But their rage was not yet fated. 
On the contrary, it was heighten- 
ed by their difappointment to fuch 
a degree, that they calt to the 
dogs the bodies of thofe who had 
died in prifon, as well as the man- 
gled remains of fuch as had been 
torn by the wild bealts, or {corch- 
ed, or beheaded, watching day 
and night left any fhould bury 
them. Some gnathed with their 
teeth on the dead bodies. Oth- 
ers derided and infulted them. 
Even the more {fympathifing 


tauntingly afked, Where is their 
God, and what advantages have 
they derived from that religion, 
which they preferred to life? At 
the end of fix days the bodies of 
the martyrs were reduced.to afh- 
es, and thrown into the Rhone, 
that no remains of them might be 
found on the earth. This was 
done by the heathens under the 
vain idea of deterring others, by 
deftroying their hope of a refur- 
rection : for it was this hope, they 
faid, which led men to introduce 
a ftrange and new religion, to con- 
temn the moft exquifite torments, 
and even joyfully to undergo 
death. ‘ Let us now fee if they 
will rife again, and if their God 
is able to affitt them, and deliver 
them out of our hands.”’ 

This epiftle gives usa high idea 
of the piety of Irenzus, to whofe 
worth a farther tefiimony is given 
by Eufebius in an extract from a 
letter addrefied by the church of 
Lyons to Eleutherius, Bifhop of 
Rome, wherein Irenzus is {poken 
of as “a follower of the Tefta- 
ment of Chrilt,” and ftrongly re- 
commended. It appears from 
this extraa, that it was intended 
that [renzus himfelf fhould be the 
bearer of the letter ; but whether 
he actually proceeded on the mif- 
fion is not certainly known. Cir- 
cumitances feem to favour the 
fuppofition that he vifited Rome 
about this time. His ftay there, 
however, could rot have been of 
long duration ; for on the mar- 
tyrdom of Pothinus, about the 
year 179, Ireneus was chofen to 
fucceed him as Bifhop of the 
church of Lyons. 

( Zo be continued.) 
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For the Panofilist. 


THE WICKEDNESS OF SKEPTICISM IN 
RELIGION. 


Dovst and indecifion in any 
bufinefs are unhappy and injuri- 
ous ; in religion they are wicked 
and fatal. While the mind is 
clouded with uncertainty, it has 
little comfort in the promifes of 
religion ; it has little dread of its 
threatenings, and yieldsa reluctant 
obedience to its laws. As decif- 
ion elevates, fo uncertainty de- 
prefles a rational being. Where 
light fhines, to be undetermined 
re{pecting things of ferious afpect, 
to have no fixed opinion refpect- 
ing things of infinite moment, is 
to wound the dignity of reafon, 
to difclaim the honours-of a found 
mind. 

Uncertainty refpecting religion 
is criminal, becaufe there is evi- 
denceto fatisfy a teachable mind. 
To fuppofe that God has requir- 
ed a religious belief of men, with- 
out affording them evidence for 
the bafis of that belief, is a grofs 
reflection on his goodaefs. Noth- 
ing can prefent the Divine Being 
in amore difmal form, than to 
fuppofe he requires faith, where 
he has not furnifhed conclufive 
evidence. 

No man is under obligation to 
believe without evidence ; where 
there /s evidence, it is always crim- 
mal not to aflent. That the full- 
eft credit ought to be given to rev- 
elation, a fuperficial examination 
alone will make fufficiently cer- 
tain. Chriftianity is fupported 
on a folid bafis. Wehave, to fay 
the lealt, as great reafon to be- 
lieve there were fuch perfons, as 
Jefus Chrift, Paul, and Peter, 
who did the things afcribed to 
them, as we have to believe 
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there were fuch men, as Cicero, 
Seneca, and Cefar, who did the 
things aicribed to them. The 
hiftory of the New Teftament has 
all thofe marks of authenticity, 
which give credibility to other 
ancient writings ; and Jewifh and 
pagan writers confirm many 
parts of the narrative. The 
learned Dr. Prizstiey afferted 
that * No other hiftory is attend- 
ed with any evidence, that can be 
compared with that of the gof- 
pel.” 


Joseruus gives information con- 
cerning, * One Jesus, a wife 
man, if yet it be lawful to call 
him aman.” He mentions his 
“‘ miracles, crucifixion under Pon- 
Tius Pitate, his refurrection the 
third day, and his numerous fol- 
lowers in his time.” Within fev- 
enty years after his death’ Tact- 
tus wrote of ‘ Chrift, as the au- 
thor of the chriftian name, and 
put to death by Pontius Pirate, 
the Procurator in the reign of T1- 
BERIUS.’? Puiny wrote to Tra- 
JAN concerning “the chriftians, 
that they were wont to aflemble 
together ona fet day, and to ‘fing 
hymns to Cuaist, as Gop.” 
Near the fame time SvETONIUs 
wrote, that the Emperors punith- 
edthechriftians on the {core of their 
profefling Cuarist. Neither Pa- 
gans nor Jews, who lived near the 
time of Curist, denied the mira- 
cles he performed. Thus have 
enemies given their teftimony in 
fupport of the chriftian caufe. 
The truth of the gofpel being 
eftablifhed by thefe anda variety 
of other proofs, we have only to 
read the facred volume, to learn 
what is truth. 


With the fame facility and cer- 
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tainty, that we learn the opinions 
and laws of any legiflator, we 
may learn the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the chriftian legiflator. 
Men may and do form different 
opinions, and fo they do concern- 
ing the writings of Plato, the con- 
ftitution. under which they live, 


and the laws made the prefent . 


year. Though there may be op- 
pofite opinions, the majority will 
think effentially alike. Should a 
malefaétor, to excufe himfelf, 
plead oppofite opinions refpecting 
the law, would this be accepted 
in a judicial court ? Will fuch an 
excufe be accepted in the fupreme 
court of the univerfe ? 

God has given men power to 
examine and decide on the fub- 
ject of religion ; this renders re- 
ligious fkepticifm criminal. Any 
man of common fenfe and honett 
inquiry may fatisfy his mind re- 
{pecting all effential doétrines. 
The laws and doétrines of chrif- 
tianity are as eafily underftood, as 
the laws of any community, as 
the doétrines of any religion. 
We have only to open the facred 
volume, and truth is vifible before 
us ; we have only to look, and 
the path of life is feen. All may 
know, what is truth; * the way- 
faring man, though a fool, need 
not err.’’ 

Men ought immediately to 
form: their opinions on religious 
fubjects, becaufe their opinions 
influence their moral and religious 
condu@. ‘Though the pafftons of 
men often impel them to aétions, 
which their judgments  difap- 
prove; yetnothing can be more 
abfurd, than to fuppofe that opin- 
ions have no influence on aétions. 
Will he, who denies the divinity 
of the Saviour, the holinefs of the 
jabbath, the divine appointment 
of bapti{m and the Lord’s fupper, 
conduc like the man, who feri- 


oufly believes thefe things ? Will 
he, who makes convenience his 
law, and his own pleafure the 
higheft object, conduct as_ the 
man, who loves the law of the 
Lord, and feels the charity, which 
feeketh not her own? No dream 
of enthufiafm is more wild, than 
the indifference refpecting relig- 
ious opinions, which fome perfons 
avow. ‘Their religion indeed is 
“ made of fuch ftuff, as dreams 
are.’ Doubts and uncertainty 
will inevitably render morality 
inconftant, devotion languid, hope 
wavering, fortitude feeble, and the 
charatter fufpicious. 

The infinite importance of relig- 
ion prefles an immediate decifion 
onthe mind. Is it important for 
a phyfician to entertain thofe 
views of chymiltry, anatomy, 
and medicine, beft calculated to 
guard againft contagion, and toheal 
the difeafes of the body? But 
what is the body, what is life, 
compared with the immortal foul ? 
Yet, fhould we not deteft, as a 
murderer, the phyfician, whofe 
mind was not decided refpecting 
the different fyftems of thefe {ci- 
ences ? What fhould we think of 
a prince, prefident or ruler, whofe 
mind was not ftored with political 
knowledge, whofe opinion was not 
decided refpecting the belt mode 
of government? Yet what are the 
burfting bubbles of human gov- 
ernments, what are nations and 
empires, compared with the gof- 
pel of Jesus, the crown and 
throne of glory, prepared for the 
children of Gop ? 


“ Religion’s all; defcending from the 
fkies 

To wretched man, the goddefs in her 
left 

Holds out this world, and in her right 
the next.” 

‘Thefe remarks fhow how improp- 
er and wicked it is for any man or 
party of men to complain of oth- 
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ers for adopting theological opin- 
ions for themfelves. If it be duty 
for all men to be determined for 
themfelves on religious doétrines ; 
then it muft be duty for every in- 
dividual. It is his duty to adopt 
jut opinions ; if he do not, I may 
withdraw my influence and fup- 
port from him ; I may by fair 
means endeavour to prevent his 
propagating his bad principles ; 
but him I may not affail with any 
weapon, but found argument, 
drawn from the fcripture maga- 
cine. Itis duty for every man to 
form acreed for himfelf, but not 
for others. Every man has an 
equal right ; therefore I am as 
liable to the inquifition of my 
neighbour, as he.is to mine. 

If it be duty for all men to 
form religious opinions ; then are 
they accountable to Gop for 
the manner, in which they per- 
form this fervice. Gop requires 
men to believe according to a 
known ftandard of truth, his word 
is truth. He, that believes ac- 
cording to the opinions of his fath- 
ers or minilters, or his own wicked 
wifhes, does not perform his duty, 
does not obey any command. 
Human tribunals have cogni- 
zance of adions only ; at the bar 
of Gop thoughts, and wifhes, and 
defires, and opinions will be judg- 
ed, for the Judge knoweth the heart. 
Not only condué, but belief will 
be examined in the judgment of 
the great day; not only actions, 
but opinions will be judged, and 
punithed, or rewarded. In that 
awful moment, when all mankind 
fhall ftand before Gop, voluntary 
errors refpecting religious truth, 
pride of philofophy, and obftinacy 
of opinion, will be placed on the 
left hand of the Judge : therefore 
it is of infinite importance, that 
we take heed, how and what we 
hear, and read, and believe. 


PATMOS. 


For the Panofilist. 
OBSERVATIONS ON HEB. Xili. 7. 


—Whofe FAITH follow, confider- 
ing the end of their converfation. 


Tuis is underftood to be an 
exhortation to remember departed 
minifters. For although the firft 
claufe, as it ftands tranflated, 
feems to forbid this conftruction, 
there is nothing in the original to 
forbid it; but on the contrary 
every thing feems to require it. 
The ftri& reading is this; Re- 
member your guides, who have {poken 
to you the word of God; whofe 
FAITH follow, confidering the end 
of their converfation. 

We are here inftructed, 

I. That the virtuous lives of 
chriftian men are to be {pecially 
remembered, as being more inter- 
efting than any natural qualities, 
any fhining talents, or feientifick at- 
tainments. Nay, if they have 
been preachers of the firlt emt- 
nence, their general. converfation is 
as much to be remembered, as any 
thing they have fpoken, and per- 
haps more; becaule a truly chrit- 
tian life is a continual \eéture ; 
more luminous, in fome refpects 
more perfuafive, and more edify- 
ing than all other preaching. 

II. Here isa farther intimation 
that it is of particular confequence 
when we call to mind the conver- 
fation of fuch men, to confider the 
end ofit. Inftructive and alluring 
as it is_in the abfiract, it is yet 
more fo, it feems, when we {fo 
trace it, as to obferve where and 
how it terminates, or what 1s its 
refult ; for this is the idea convey- 
ed by the original term. 

There are two ideas, indeed, 


which go to explain the exd of 


fuch aconverfation. One is, the 
point in which it @id terminate tn 
the firft inftance. This is refult, 
in one view. And if this was in- 
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cluded, the words which follow 
will appear to have a_clofe con- 
nexion with it. ‘* Jefus Chrift the 
fame yelterday, and today, and 
for ever.” To hold him up in 
that view was the point, it feems, 
in which the converiation of thofe 
holy men terminated. All truly 
chriftian converiation terminates 
inthe fame point. It holds up 
JESUS CHRIST as myariably 
worthy of perfec elteem, homage 
and confidence: the fame com- 
plete image of the invifible GOD, 
that he ever was; the fame all- 
fufficient Mediator and Reftorer 
of fallen men ; the fame gracious 
Matliter, incomparable ‘Teacher, 
and Pattern for all to copy after ; 
as true a Friend to his true fol- 
lowers now, as he was to his firlt 
difciples, and the fame unalterable 
friend forever. ‘This is the re/u/t 
which Saint Paul brings to view, 
when he fays, For mez to live, is 
CHRIST. 

The other view of the refult of 
trne chriftians’ converfation, is a 
peaceful death ; the beatifick appro- 
bation of their Divine Mafter, and 
the crown of life which he hath 
promifed to the faithful. And 
thus a weli known expofitor com- 
ments onthe place. ‘ Confider 
how comfortably, how joyfully, 
they finifhed their courife.”’ 

The inipired writer feems to in- 
timate that a due contemplation 
of fuch prefent refult, and final u- 
fue of a chriftian life, muit excite 
in others a ftrong folicitude how 
they fhall attain to live in that 
manner: and this is the queftion 
which is here posing Con/ftd- 
ering the end of their ccnverfation, 

tate the:r faith. Th iis, 1t feems, 
is the way to live as they lived, 

ive to the fame effect. 

‘his important exhortation, 
FOLLOW THEIR FAITH, divides it- 
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Firft, if we are to imitate their 
faith, we mult have a care to re- 
ceive the fame word of revelation 
which they received: inftead of 
leaning to our own underftand- 
ings ; ‘inftead of grounding our 
faith on the wifdom of men ; in- 
ftead of being content to have no 
more information from heaven 
than the light of nature gives; or 
no more of fcripture than the 
pride of philofophy will admit. 
We mutt look to it that we receive 
the divine fyftem entire, and that 
none of its eflential parts be re- 
jected. Otherwife, though we 
may feem to have faith, we have 
not the truis, but fomething elic 
in its place. We maft watch a- 
gainit thofe prejudices, thofe hab- 
its, and connexions, which make 
men unwilling, or afraid, to re- 
ceive the whole truth ; and which 
often induce a difowning of im- 
portant parts of it. We mult em- 
brace with particular folicitude, 
the peculiar things of divine zeve- 
lation, which it was the fpecial de- 
fign of the blefled gofpel to un- 
fold: thofe new infirudions which 
our fallen condition rendered molt 
deeply interefting ; and which no 
finite being, without immediate 
direction from heaven, had either 
authority to give , OF invention to 
conceive. It is 4ere that the /aith 
of true chriftians, from age to age, 
is molt emphatically exprefled ; ; 
and finds a moit rational fatisfac- 
tion in relying fimply on the au- 
thority of God, and not on the 
conjectures and reafoniags of men. 

The piety and the virtues of 
thofe holy men we are here called 
to remember, did not grow out of 
Luman philofophy. Nor were 
they mere natural religion, of 
common morality. They grew 
out of the doctrine ef Curist, and 
the glory of Gop manifefted, and 
heavenly grace difplayed, by and 
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through him. They grew out of 
the fublime myfteries, fublime pre- 
cepts, tranfcendent examples, and 
exceeding great and precious prom- 
ifes, which it is the peculiar glory 
of the gofpel to declare, and which, 
they by faith familiarized. From 
hence {prung their enlarged views 
of divine things, their high fenti- 
ments of duty, and their exalted 
devotion. From hence their deep 
humility, their glowing love and 
gratitude, their ftrong aifpirations 
to the glorifying of their God and 
Redeemer, in their bodies and {pir- 
its. From hence their * love to 
all faints,”? and wonderful benev- 
olence to their very perfecutors ; 
with all thofe relative virtues, 
which attend on fuch a fpirit. 
Their kindnefs was copied from 
Chrift; whofe love, pafling know- 
ledge, had touched and expanded 
theirhearts. From the fame fource 
{prung their fpirituality, felf deni- 
al, and other diftinguifhing traits 
of chriftian charaéter. 

And hence their fidelity as min- 
iffers, who acted in that charaéter ! 
Their interefting and impreffive 
manner of delivering their meflag- 
es; their fervency of f{pirit in the 
whole of their Mafter’s work. 
They fet Him before them, who 
came to feekand fave that which 
was loft. His love conftrained 
them. 

In vain do we expect to exhibit 
a chriftian converfation without 
chriftian ideas. They who be- 
hold not the glory of God in the 
face of Jefus  Chrift, that is, 
through the medium of his won- 
Gerful charaéter, and the redemp- 
tion by him, will of courfe be 
greatly deficient in their divinity, 
their religion, and morality. 
Thofe who have not feen their 
need of mercy as being wretched, 
and miferable, and poor, and 


blind, and naked, will be neither 


thankful nor humble, in due man- 
ner; nor will they be merciful, in 
any extenfive or uniform meafure. 
If the free grace of God, or the 
infinite condefcenfion of the Lord 
Jefus, to us finners, be not recog- 
nized, we know but little about 
goodnefs or condefcenfion ; and 
our moft generous fentiments will 
be comparatively ungracious. 

But there is another particular 
included in following the faith ot 
true chriftians. We mutt fee 

Secondly, that we have “ the 
fame /pirit of faith.” That is, 
that we not only acknowledge 
the fame gofpel, but receive it as 
they did : with the fame enlight- 
ened and heartfelt perceptions of 
the ftamp of divinity on the face 
of it, the wifdom of God, and the 
power of God ; the fame fenfibil- 
ity to the free love and grace of 
heaven, to the great falvation, and 
our infinite need of it ; the fame 
confidential fubmiffion to mercy and 
to duty ; and the fame union of 
heart to the Divine Redeemer in 
every branch of his great charac- 
ter. 
Without fuch faith as this, 
there is fometimes, indeed, a reg- 
ular form of religion and morali- 
ty ; but it wants the fpirit and the 
genius of chriffianity. The faith 
we now contemplate is an animat- 
ing foul. It is a * lively faith.” 
It purifies the heart. It aflimi- 
lates the fubject to what he beholds 
in the great object of faith. It 
conforms his views to the pure 
and heavenly nature of the gofpel 
doétrines : it fublimates his affec- 
tions: and it carries him iz 2 
chrifiian way to all incumbent du- 
ty. 
All this agrees with the ac- 
count given by this fame infpired 
writer,* of the way in which good 


* See chapter xi. 
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characters are formed, and holy 
converfations produced. It was 
by faith, hetells us, that Abraham, 
and Mofes, and other worthies of 
ancient time, lived as they lived, 
and died as they died. It was by 
faith in gofpel realities, he here 
teaches us, that thofe holy men 
whom he bids us remember, ex- 
hibited fuch virtues, and finifhed 
fo happily. Live by the fame 
faith then,” he indireétly fays to 
us, “and your converfation and 
your laft end, fhall be like theirs. 
As Jesus Curist is the fame yef- 
terday, and today, and for ever ; 
fo a living faith in him, will ever, 
and invariably, according to its 
meafure, have the fame refult. 
While it changes you into his own 
image, from glory to glory, it will 
affimilate you to all thofe holy 
men who are gone to glory, and 
will raife you to the fame high 
condition.” 

We have thus confidered the 
two particulars fuppofed to be in- 
cluded in following the faith of em- 
inent chriftians. And it is of fe- 
rious importance that both be kept 
in view. 

Let no one fuppofe then, that 
mere orthodoxy inreligtous things, 
1s all that is neceflary ; for cer- 
tainly that doesnot comeupto the 
faith of ancient chriftians. It can 
neither produce a _ converfation 
like theirs, nor have the fame re- 
fult. Iniftead of inferring fafety 
to the fubject, it places him in a 
yet more critical fituation ; and 
no perfon has more reafon to be 
alarmed than the mere orthodox 
man. He fees where the truth 


lies, but he doesnottruly embraceit. * 


He is convinced, but not brought 
over. He knows his Lord’s will, 
and yet does not “ prepare him- 
felt” and doit. He ought to ex- 
hibit a fublime piety, a tranfcend.- 
ent virtue ; but he exhibits noth- 


ing which is genuine. He is 
therefore emphatically without 
excule. 

But on the other hand, Who 
can, with this facred pafiage in 
view, think it proper to fay, It is 
of little confequence what a man 
believes, if his life is right— 
Change the expreflion and it is 


juft this ; It is of little confequence 


whether we have the faith of the 
firft chriftians, provided we live 
their lives. And this implies, that 
we may live their lives without 
following their faith. 

But infpiration, we plainly fee, 
is againft every fuch idea; and 
this is more than ten thoufand ar- 
guments for its confutation. If 
any perfon neverthelefs will ven- 
ture upon fuch a fentiment, and 
expect that it will carry him fafe, 
lec him prepare to give a reafon 
of the hope which is n him. Let 
him fhew, from the nature of 
things, how fuch a fpirit and 
life, as marked the primitive 
chriftians, can poffibly be exhibit- 
ed upon principles quite different 
from theirs, or upon any princi- 
ples, without fuch a faith in the 
Son of God, as they lived by, and 
without the help of thofe gofpel 
truths, which they kept in view. 

It is true that, with chriftian 
heads, men may have pagan hearts; 
and in practice fall below many 
unbelievers : and this is fometimes 
made an objeétion to fetting up 
faith fo high. But it ftill holds 
good, that having the faith of true 
chriftians, in both particulars, will 
unfailingly produce a fimijar pre- 
eminence in life. It ftill holds 
good, that living Jy thofe truths 
of revelation, which they lived by, 
and believing in them continually, 
as they believed, will and mutt do 
for us allthat has been faid. Let 
us therefore have full confidence 
in the exhortation here given ¢ 
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Confidering the end of their conver fa- 
tion, FOLLOW THEIR FAITH. 
ZUINGLIUS. 


———D+ eo 


To the Editors of the Panofilist. 


From the firft appearance of 
your propofals, I confidered your 
objec& feafonable, and your plan 
good ; and the execution of it 
thus far has exceeded my expett- 
ations: Among the excellent 
productions, which have appeared 
in the various departments of 
your work, Z, in your Jaft num- 
ber, “ On the neglect of the old 
Divines,”? has my particular ap- 
probation. No fubject could have 
been more happily chofen, none 
more applicable to the prefent 
times. It is treated with a de- 
gree of ferioufnefs, perfpicuity 
and judgment, which pleafes me. 
[ wifh the writer, who certainly 
has happy talents for the purpofe, 
would purfue his fubje@, and in 
future numbers of the Panoplift, 
bring up to view, in his engaging 
manner, the charaéters and writ- 
ings of the venerable fathers of 
New England, and eminent di- 
vines in other parts of our coun- 
try. Thefe luminaries, could 
they be exalted into view, accord- 
ing to their refpective merits, 
would fhed a benign influence on 
the principles and morals of your 
readers, and be efpecially falutary 
to our youth in the forming {fea- 
fon of their lives. 

In the meantime, feeling a 
deep intereft in the fubjeat, and 
finding it comports with your 
plan to fele& from * valuable 
productions,” already extant, I 
have extracted from the private 
(M. S.)* Le&ures of Dr. Dop- 
DRIDGE, to his theological pupils, 
the character he gives of the old 


* These Lectures have never been printed, 
mot having been writteyfor the press. 


divines ; of the writings of thofe 
men, from whom our fathers de- 
fcended, whofe evangelical princi- 
ples they embraced, and whofe 
pious fpirit they breathed. ‘The 
opinion of Dr. Doddridge will de- 
fervedly weigh much in favour of 
thefe pious, and many of them 
learned, authors. His lectures 
appear to have been defigned on- 
ly as heads, which in the delivery 
he probably clothed in different 
language, and on which he doubt- 
lefs enlarged. I have made afew 
verbal alterations from the M. S. 
merely to complete elliptical fen- 
tences, without, in any inftance, 


changing the fenfe. 


LECTURE II. 


Of Pradical Writers, in Great 
Britain. 


THE PURITANS. 


‘I wou.p in general recom- 
mend fome acquaintance with 
them, too often defpifed. Yet 
there was good fenfe and learning 
in our fathers’ days as well, as in 
ours. Our grandmothers had 
beauty in their odd drefles. 

‘ Borton had been a notorious 
finner reclaimed by a great work 
of terrour ; therefore is excellent 
both for conviction and confola- 
tion. His ftyle is rather inclined 
to the bombatftick ; yet he has ma- 
ny expreffions truly great and 
magnificent. The beauties of 
imagination efpecially appear in 
his “ Four laff things ;” but his 
moft ufeful treatifes are his * Di- 
rections for comfortably walking 
with God,” and his comforting 
diftrefled confciences ; there we 
have the trace of a foul moft inti- 
mately acquainted with Ged. 

‘Haut was the moft elegant 
and polite writer of his age. He 
abounds rather too much with an- 
tithefes and witty turns. In fome 
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of his writings he feems to have 
imitated Auftin and _ Seneca. 
His fermons are the worfe for his 
compliance with the talte of the 
age in which he lived. His Con- 
templations are incomparably val- 
uable for criticifm, language and 
devotion ; next to them are his 
“* Meditations,’ ** Letters,’ and 
“© Balm of Gilead,” 

‘ Reyno ps, is celebrated for 
molt elaborate, furprifing fimili- 
tudes. His ftyle is remarkably 
laconick; a world of fubftance 
gently touched upon, which fhews 
an extenfive acquaintance with 
human nature, and much labour. 
He has a judicious collection of 
{criptures. 

‘Sisss. His language is de- 
cent and nervous, his dedications 
furprifingly handfome ; he is pa- 
thetick and tender, efpecially in 
‘“* The bruifed Reed,” and * Soul’s 
Confit.” 

‘Warp. To be read through. 
His language is generally prop- 
er, elegant, and nervous ;_ his 
thoughts well digefted and happi- 
ly illuftrated. Abundance of the 
bolder figures of fpeech are to be 
found in him, more than in any 
other Englifh author ; efpecially 
apoftrophies, dialogifms, and al- 
legories. A mixture of fancy is 
to be pardoned, efpecially confid- 
ering his youth, and that many of 
his fermons were not prepared for 
the prefs, but copied from his 
mouth while preaching. 

‘Hates, of Eaton, is remarka- 
bly pithy ; has many uncommon 
thoughts ; valt learning, and ma- 
ny curious pafiages, fit fora com- 
mon place book, but in many 
places he difcovers little judg- 
ment, no good order, lictle true 
connection. He is the great 
{cholar ; but an affectation of di- 


vine things to the utmolt is too 
which by overdoing 


apparent ; 


The Old Diviiiés. 
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weakens the caufe. His ** Golden 

Remains’? and additional traéts, 

are all to be read. None fhew 

the man more than his “ Chri/- 

tian Omnipotence.”’ 

NONC€ONFORMISTS OF THE LAST 
AGE. 

‘Owen and Goopwin, are high- 
ly evangelical, but both very ob- 
fcure, efpecially the latter. Ocav- 
en’s ftyle refembles St. Paul’s 
zeal; he difplays much _ knowl- 
edge of human life, efpecially in 
his book of apoltacy. That on 
the Hebrews is his great work ; 
the means of underftanding the 
mind of God in the fcripture is 
one of his beft ; but communion 
of God and perfon of Chrift, moft 
celebrated. His treatifes on in 
dwelling fin, fpiritual mindednefs, 
and mortification, fhew great im- 
provements in practical religion. 
On the 130th pfalm he is excel- 
lent. Goopwin’s pieces publifh- 
ed in his life are moft valuable ; 
he has many accurate and valua- 
ble remarks on fcripture. His 
* Child of Light? is ufeful for 
afflicted confciences ; and he has 
many uncommon thoughts. 

‘Baxter. His ftyle is inaccu- 
rate, becaufe he had no regular 
education, and becaufe he wrote 
continually in the views of eter- 
nity ; but he is judicious, nerv- 
ous, fpiritual, and remarkably 
evangelical, though often charg- 
ed to the contrary. He difcov- 
ers a manly eloquence, and the 
moft evident proofs of an amaz- 
ing genius; with refpeé& to which, 
he may not improperly be called 
the Englifh Demolthenes. He is 
exceedingly proper for convic- 
tion ; fee his “ Saints’ Ref? ;” all 
his treatifes on converfion, and ef- 
pecially his “* Call to the Uncon- 
verted,’ * Divine Life,” and 
“ Counfels to Young Men.” Few 
converted more fouls. 
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Manton. Plain, eafy, and un- 
affected. His thoughts generally 
well digefted, but feldom extraor- 
dinary ; his remarks on {cripture 
are judicious ; his chief work is 
that on the 11gth Pialm. His 
many pofthumous works are of 
little value. 

‘Bates. His eloquence is 
charming, yet his ftyle is not per- 
fe&ly formed, and his fentences 
too {hort ; admirable fimilies, un- 
lefs rather too thick ; proper to 
be quoted by thole whole genius 
does not lead them this way. 
Read his ** Harmony of Attri- 
butes,’ ‘* Spiritual PerfeGions,” 
and “ Four taft things.” 

‘ HOW, feems to have under- 
ftood the gofpel as well -as any 
uninfpired writer, and to have im- 
bibed as much of its fpirit. The 
trueft fublime is to be found in 
his writings, and fome of the 
Rrongeft pathos ; yet he is often 
obfcure, and generally harfh ; he 
imitated the worft part of Boyle’s 
ftyle ; but has a vaft variety of 


uncommon thoughts; and on the, 


whole, is one of the moft valua- 
ble writers in our language and 
I believe, in the world. His belt 
pieces are, “ The blefednefs of the 
Righteous?’ “ Enmity and Recon- 
ciliation,’’ ** Redeemer’s Tears,”’ 
and ‘* Redeemer’s Dominion ;” 
with fome funeral fermons. 

‘Fraver. Notdeep,norremark- 
ably judicious ; but plain, popular, 
tender, and proper to addrefs to 
afllicted cafes, and to melt the foul 
inlove. His ‘* Token for Mourn- 
ers,” inimitable. ‘Fountain of 
Life” ufeful; moft of the fub- 
jects there are proper to be 
preached on facrament days. 
His allufions to pagan ftories are 
ufeful. 

‘Cuarnock, is celebrated for a 
polite writer, but chiefly by thofe 
who are not judges‘of politenefs. 

Vol. I. No. 3. P 


He has fome fine words, but no 
cadence. He has too many 
heads ; his thoughts are often in 
diforder; has no clear and dif- 
tinct ideas in many of the differ- 
ences he makes. Yet he has iome 
valuable things, efpecially on the 
attributes, where he is very deep 
and iublime. His work on re- 
generation has been much applaud. 
ed, yet there are many things on 
that fubject more valuable. 

‘ Taytor Natuaniet, the dif- 
fenting Soutu. Hehas vatt wit, 
and great ftrength of expreffion, 
yet is apt to aggravate matters. 
His language is remarkably prop- 
er and beautiful. He wrote but 
little ; all deferves to be read.’ 

( To be continued.) 
For the Panofilist. 


PROOFS OF THE UNIVERSAL DELUGE. 


No, 3. 
(Continued from page 6o. ] 


As we proceed, evidence of 
Noah’s flood increafes. It was 
not merely mentioned by many 
writers of antiquity ; but was a 
favourite object of their attention. 
There were not only references to 
this event in the rites and tradi- 
tions of the firlt ages; but it far- 
nifhed the principal obieéts of their 
facred traditions and religious 
worthip. The deluge was con- 
ftantly celebrated not only in the 
annals of their hiftorians ; but in 
the prayers of their devotees, the 
facritices of their priefts, and the 
fongs of their bards. Molt of the 
pagan goddeffes were perfonifica- 
tions of the earth, rifing from the 
billows of the flood, of the ark, of 
the dove, or of the divine Wifdom 
preferving the ark.* 

Nimrod introduced the worfhip 
of the heavenly bodies. ‘This 
produced oppofition from thofe, 
attached to the arkite idolatry, or 


* See Faber ou the Cabiri 
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the worfhippers of the ark. By 
degrees, however, the two great 
fuperltitions were blended. Noah 
and the fun were worfhipped to- 
gether, and often confidered as the 
jame; fo were the moon and the 
ark. Early the Chaldeans were 
famous for their aftronomical ob- 
fervations, and they contrived fo 
to marthal the ftars, as to repre- 
{ent on the fphere the principal e- 
vents of the deluge. Some of 
thefe we have mentioned. Others 
occur. From the brilliant con- 
itellation of Orion, Nimrod {fill 
overlooks the affairs of mortals, 
encountering the arkite bull; that 
isy Making an attack on the wor- 
fhip of Noah, to introduce that of 
the heavenly luminaries. The 
great conftellation of the Dragon 
was another memorial of the del- 
uge, infcribed on the fphere. Ac- 
cording to Aratus, the Dragon or 
icrpent was Jupiter, who was 
Noah. ‘This was not very unlike 
the urbanity of more modern 
days in the names of the Fs- 
i:um and Georgium Sidus. 

The two taces and four eyes of 
Janus reprefented the double view 
of Noah into the old and new 
world. According to the poets, 
Venus rofe from the fea. She 
was the ark of Noah: and hence 
the dove was faid to be her fa- 
vourite. From her being the ark 
perfonitied, Venus was called Ar- 
finoe, and Baris-Noe, that is, tse 
ark of Noah, and Hippodamia, tae 
arkite mother.* 

Plutarch relates that Ofiris, 
which is another name of Noah, 
was a hufbandman, a legiilator, 
and zealous advocate for the 
worthip of the gods. Typhon, 
or the fea, confpired againit him, 
and compelled him to enter an 
a:k on the feventeeath of Atbyr, 


the day on which Noah embark- 
ed.* 

We have before obferved that 
the arkite worflip once prevailed 
in Britain. One of the Scottith 
ifles retains its Egyptian name, 
Buto. Another, Arran, fignifies 
the ark. Mona, and Menai its 
Frith, are probably variations of 
Men-Ai, the land of Menu, or 
Noah. Probably Argyle in Scot- 
land, received its name from Argh 
Al, the god of the ark. The Scots 
have a wild tradition that they are 
defcended from Erc, the fon of 
Scota. Scotais the ark. Scuth 
or Scudh, or, when latinized, 
Scota, fignifies in the Celtick dia- 
leét, a fhip. 

The ruins of a very ancient 
temple in Ireland, have the exact 
form of a galley. The name of 
the temple fignities, “ the remains 
of the only thip.” A portable 
fhrine or ark was ufed by the an- 
cient, idolatrous Irifh ; it was de- 
nominated, the ark of the covenant. 
Ireland was, perhaps, called Erin- 
nus in honour of Aran-Nus, the 
ark of Noah. The Irith once 
called their principal marine deity, 
Mann, andhada romantick legend 
of his prefiding over the lile of 
Man. 

According to Tacitus, the 
Goths were acquainted with the 
hiltory of Noah. They venerated 
Zuiito, or Adam, who, according 
to their traditions, fprang from 
the earth; they alfo venerated 
Mannus, who had three fons. 
Through Hindoftan the fame per- 
fonage was revered under the 
name of Menu ; in Egypt he was 
called Menes, and attended by the 
fymbolical bull. He with feven 


{ncceeded “ten lords of created 
beings, eminent in_holinefs.” 


a baver. 
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Thefe were probably the ten gen- 
erations in the lineof Seth. ‘The 
ancient Germans facrificed to I- 
fis; a fhip formed the fymbolical 
part of their worfhip. The two 
iymbols, the bull and ferpent were 
equally familiar in the North of 
Europe, in Greece, Italy, and E- 
gypt. The Egyptians obferved 
two annual feftivals in honour of 
Oliris ; one to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of his enclofure in the 
ark ; in the celebration of this, 
they placed his ftatue in an ark. 
The other was a commemoration 
of his deliverance. According to 
Paufanius, Ofiris with Semole, 
was enclofed in an ark, andthrown 
into the fea. Another tradition 
reprefents Perfeus, placing his 
daughter with her child in an ark, 
and cafting them into the fea. 
Noah was worfhipped under the 
name of Pan. Herodotus fays he 
was the moft ancient of the eight 
sods of Egypt. Diodorus Sicu- 
lus informs us, he was the fame as 
Serapis, Ofiris, Dionufus, Pluto, 
Ammon, and Jupiter. By Livy 
and Macrobius, he is denominated 
Jnuus and Junus, from his con- 
nexion with the dove, Funeh. By 
the Egyptians he was worfbipped 
under the name of Mendes or 
Men-Deva, the divine Noah. 
When in danger from the ocean, 
he is faid to have aflumed the form 
of a moniter, a goat and a fifh ; 
hence Pan was elteemed fynony- 
mous with Cetus, a fea monfter. 

The three fabulous fates, the 
three furies, and the three judges 
of hell, were conneéted with the 
myfteries of the ark. The furie’s 
were called Lrinnucs, a word de- 
rived from Aron-Nus, the ark of 
Noah. The fates were denomi- 
nated, P’ Area, the ark. The 
judges were the three fons of 
Noak. Minos was the Menu of 
Hindoftan, and the Menes of E- 


gypt. Rhadamanthus fignifies 
the god of the lordly ark. 

The city of Corinth derived its 
name from the worfhip of Cor, the 
fun. It was founded by the 
Aletes, faid by Sanchoniathon to 
be the children of Chronus, the 
{criptural Noah. So the two 
great Rajah families of Hindoof- 
tan, ftyled themfelves Surya-Bans 
and Chandra-Bans, or children of 
the fun and moon. In Peru, the 
fame notion prevailed ; the Yncas 
boafted of their defcent from the 
fun and moon; or from Noah and 
the ark, who were worfhipped 
with the fun and moon. 

In Armenia, according to Ni- 
colaus Damafcenus, a tradition 
had conftantly prevailed that fome 
ancient perfonage had been con- 
veyed in an ark to the fummit of 
mount Baris or Lubar; a city 
there bore the name of Cabira, in 
which was a temple of the arkite 
moon, called Pharneum, or the 


ark of the ocean. This fuperfti- - 


tion flourifhed in the time of Stra- 
bo. We have the authority of 
Palephatus, that Pegafus, the 
winged horfe of Bellerophon was 
an ark or long fhip. _Bellero- 
phon, therefore, muft have been 
Noah. The Greeks defignated a 
temple and {hip by the fame word. 
At Tarfufa, tradition of the del- 
uge prevailed. I[t afferted that 
the Tauric mountains were firft 
vifible when the waters fubfided, 
at the feet of which ftood the city 
Tarfus ; hence it was called Polis 
Terfia, or the city of drynefs ; af- 
terward it was called ‘farfus. 
The river Araxes in this country, 
received its name in honour of A- 
rach, the Ark. The ifland of 
Naxus received its name in hon- 
our of Nuach-Zeus, the god Noah, 

We have remarked that certain 
cups of the ancients had an allu, 
fion to the ark. We now add 
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that »off of the Greek names for 
drinking veffels were defignated 
by names applicable to fhips. 
Some of them were called Car- 
chefia from a word fignifying the 
illuftrious ark; otuers were call- 
ed Menes, a name frequently giv- 
en to Noah. They were often a- 
dorned with the figure of a dove ; 
fometimes they were dedicated to 
Bacchus or Noah, to Venus or the 
ark. The Babylonians called the 
moft ancient Ogyges or Noah, 
Gallus, and hence from their at- 
tachment to the rites of the del- 
uge, a nation, who once over- 
{pread the greater part of Europe, 
was called Celtz, Galate, Galli, 
Gauls, or Gaels, all which were 
from the fame original word, Ga- 
lim, the waves of the fea. Hence 
the people in whofe country Noah 
guitted the ark, called a fhip ga/- 
lerie, and hence the priefts of Cy- 
bele were called Galli or Arkites. 
In the rites of Cybele and Ifis, a 
pine tree was formed into a canoe, 
and in it was placed the image of 
aman. In the myfteries ot Pro- 
ferpine and Ceres, a wooden fig- 
ure of a virgin was hewailed for 
forty days. The ark was fome- 
times reprefented as a virgin, and 
its fymhol was a beautiful woman. 
For forty days the waters of the 
flood increafed. 

After all this evidence, is there 
a man who denies the deluge cf 
Noah, who ridicules it as a fable 
of the Jews, as a tale repeated by 
Chriftians ? 

Could a traveller on the fourth 
of July glance an eye from Maine 
to Geergia ; in the morning could 
hear the artillery of every fhip and 
fortrefs ; the bells of every town 
and village ; could he afterrvards 
fee the proceffions form, the 
churches thronged, and hear ten 
thoufand addreffes of gratitude 
for independence; could he hear 


the orators relate the number of 
the agents concerned, the canfe 
and iffve of the event; could he 
fee the drinking vefféls of the fef- 
tal board, adorned with emblems 
of national independence, and 
prefidents drawn with the far fam- 
ed declaration in their hands; 
could he fee iflands, mountains, 
cities and countries named mcom- 
memoration of the glorious day, 
what would be faid of his under- 
Randing, what of his fenfelefs de 
pravity, fhould he deny there ever 
was a declaration of indepen- 
dence? All this is diminutive and 
unimpreflive evidence, compared 
with the evidence of the flood? 
Look from pole to pole ; in every 
continent, and almoft every con- 
fiderable nation, in fome era of 
their hiittory we find, for fub- 
ftance, all thefe evidences of the 
general deluge. The temples, 
the altars, the priefts of religion ; 
the names of the iflands, monn- 
tains, cities, and countries of the 
world, proclaim the trath of 
Noah’s flood. Is not the hiftoric- 
al information of thofe, who deny 
it, notwithitanding their proud 
claims, as contracted as their pro- 
feffion of religion is hypocritical 
and impious? Is not their ac- 
quaintance with antiquity as fu- 
perficial, as their knowledge of re- 
ligion is trifling and vain ? 
Pxito. 
For the Panofilist. 
MATTHEWS AND LUKE’S GENE- 
ALOGIES. 

Tue following attempt to fhow 
that thefe genealogies furnifh no 
argument againft infpiration, but 
a ftrong argument againft Socin- 
ianiim, is fubmitted to the editors 
of the Panoplift. 

Matthew plainly gives the gen- 
ealogy of Jofeph, the reputed fa- 
ther of Jefus. At the fame ume 
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he clearly intimates that Je/us was 
not the real fon of Fofeph. For in- 
ftead of continuing the phrafeolo- 
gy, which he had ufed all along, 
and faying, Fofeph begat Fefus, he 
fays, * Jofeph, the Ausband of Ma- 
ry, of whom Jefus was born.” 
‘The fame is intimated in Luke iit. 
23. “ Jefus, being, as wes fupps/- 
ed, the fon of Jofeph.” Uf we a- 
dopt the opinion of a wellknown 
critick, the original words, which 
we render, as was suppofed, rather 
fignify, referring to this genealogy 
as it was legally fettled, or found on 
recora. 

If it be afked, what purpofe 
then is anfwered, while giving the 
genealogy of Jefus Chrift, by in- 
troducing jJofeph, if Jofeph were 
not the real father of Jefus ? We 
reply ; Jofeph was the oldeft fur- 
viving branch of David’s polteri- 
ty; and it was underftood, that by 
marrying Mary, after he knew the 
miraculous conception of Jefus, he 
adopted Jefus for his fon, and {fo 
raifed him to the dignity and priv- 
ileges of David’s heir. Matthew 
does not call Jofeph the father of 
Jefus, but the hufband of his moth- 
er; and fo proves the title, which 
Jefus acquired to the kingdom 
of Ifrael through his adoption. 

Luke teaches us the natural de- 
feent of Jefus; that is, he gives us 
his genealogy by his mother’s fide. 
Mary was undoubtedly the daugh- 
ter of Heli. Becaufe the is called 
fo by the Talmud; and chiefly 
becaufe we otherwife have no 
true genealogy of Chrift, but only 
two different views of the line of 
Jofeph, his reputed father. But 
this would not prove that Jeius 
was properly of the feed of Abraham 
and of the houfe of David. ‘The o- 
miffion of Mary’s name in this 

enealogy is eafily accounted for. 
he families of women were not 
enrolled under theiy own names, 


but under the names of their huf- 
bands. And this account was co- 
pied out, according to the culiom 
of the Jews, from their authentick 
records, under the hufband’s 
name. 

In Luke iii. 23, the words, /cn 
of Heli, applied to Jofeph, need 
not imply any more, than that Jo- 
feph was Heli?s fon in law, or fon 
by marriage with his daughter 
Mary. 

The apparent difficulty, here 
confidered, conftitutes one of the 
objections of deifis againft the bi- 
ble ; and this is one of the inftan- 
ces, in which their objections 
{pring from a mind, greatly need- 
ing initruction. 

This genealogy is very impor- 
tant, as it fhows that the innume- 
rable prophecies, which fpeak of 
Chrift as the feed of the woman, the 
defcendant of Abraham, and the off- 
Ipring of David, are all fulfilled in 
Jefus of Nazareth. Crito. 

For the Panofilist. 

OBSERVATIONS ON MYSTERIES. 

It has been juftly remarked, 
that“ he, who refufes a myftery, 
becaufe he cannot underitand it, 
will be as ready to flight a pre- 
cept, becaufe he does not like it.’”” 
In either cafe the difficulty exifts, 
not in the object, but in the mind. 
It is the fruit of human pride and 
perverfenefs. It arifes from a re- 
luctance to pay homage to fupe- 
rior wifdom and authority, and 
from a difpofition to reduce every 
thing to the level of our own fac- 
ulties and inclinations. If any 
truth is clear, it is this, that are- 
velation from heaven mutt be ex- 
pected to contain many things myt- 
terious and  incomprehenfible. 
Thefe attributes are prominent in 
all the other produétions of the 
Deity. How natural then, that 
they fhould conftitute a principal 
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charaéteriftick of his writtenword ! 
Eipecially, when it is confider- 
ed, that the grand defign of reve- 
ation is to place before our eyes 
the INCOMPREHFNSIBLE JLHOVAH, 
and to relieve apoitate, guilty 
creatures in.a cafe, where all their 
faculties are confounded, all their 
ineculations unfatisfactory,and ev- 
ery refource fails. Humbly and 
gratefully to receive every difcov- 
ery of this kind is oue of the high- 
elt a&s of reafon. Where we are 
svell allured, that anfnite intelli- 
gence addrefles us, the molt im- 
plicit faith is the molt ratienal. 
Nor are any more diiiant from the 
character of true philofophers, 
than thofe who prefume to try ev- 
ery revealed truth by the ttandard 
of their own limited faculties, and 
believe nothing, which they can- 
not fully comprehend and explain. 
This fubdject has been forcibly il- 
lutrated by Saurinin his fermon 
on the emniprefence of God. It 
will be to coniult at once the rea- 
der’s profit and delight, to pre- 
tent him the remarks of this elo- 
quent writer. Toall, who perule 
them, the appeal may be fafely 
made, whether they be not equal- 
jy the dictates of fober reafon and 
fublime piety: equally worthy 
ot the philojopher and the Chril- 
tian 

‘< T freely grant,”’ fays he, “ that 
had I confuited my own reafon 
only, I could not have difcovered 
fome mytteries of the goipel. 
Neverthelefs, when I think on the 
immenity ¢f God, when I catt 
my eyes on that vait ocean, when 
J contider that immenfe All, noth- 
ing altonthes me, noihing lium. 
bics me, nothing fcems to me in- 
admifible, how incomprehenfible 
foever itmay be. When the fub- 


rect is divine, lam ready to be- 


ell; provided I be convinced, that 
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it is God himfelf, who fpeaks to 
me, or any one on his part. Af- 
ter this, [ am no more atftonifhed, 
thatthere are three diftinct perfons 
in one divine eflence ; one God, and 
yeta Father, a Son, anda Holy 
Ghoft. After this, lam no more 
altonifhed, that God forefees all 
without forcing any; permits fin 
without forcing the finner ; or- 
dains free and intelligent creatures 
to fych and fuch ends, yet with- 
out deftroying their intelligence, 
or their liberty. After this, 1 am 
no more attonifhed, that the jul- 
tice of God required a fatisfaction, 
proportional to his greatnefs, that 
bis own love hath provided that 
fatisfaction, and that God, from 
the abundance of his o«»mpaflion, 
defigned the myftery of an incar- 
nate God ; 2 myftery, which an- 
gels admire, while fkepticks op- 
pofe ; a myitery, which abforbs 
human reafon, but which fills all 
heaven with fongs of praife ; a 
myftery, which is the Great MT S- 
TERT, by excellence, (1 Tim. in. 
16,) but the greatnefs of which 
nothing fhould make us reject, 
fince religion propofes it, as the 
grand effort of the wifdom of the 
incomprehenfible God, and com- 
mands us to receive it on the tefti- 
mony of the incomprehenfible God 
himielf, Either religion mult tell 
us nothing about God, or what it 
tells us muft be beyond our capac- 
ities ; and, in difcovering even the 
borders oi this immenfe ocean, it 
mult needs exhibit a vaft extent, 
in which our feeble eyes are lolt. 
But what firprifes me, what {tum- 
bles me, what frightens me, is to 
jee a diminutive creature, a con- 
temptible man, a little ray of light 
glimmering through a few feeble 
organs, controvert a point wih 
the Supreme Being, oppofe that 
Inteuigence, who fits at the helm 
of the world; quefiion, what he 
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affirms; difpute, what he deter- 
mines ; appeal from his decitions, 
and, even after God has given ev- 
idence, reject all doétrines, that 
are beyond his capacity. Enter 
into thy nothingnefs, mortal crea- 
ture! What madnefs animates 
thee ? How dareft thou pretend ; 
thou, who art but a point ; thou, 
whofe effence is but an an atom; 
so meature thyfelf with the Su- 
preme Being; with him, who fills 
heaven and earth; with Him, 
whom heaven, the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain? Canft thou by 
fearching find out God? Canft thou 
find out the Almighty to perfection ? 

Hig th as heaven, what canft thou do ? 

Deeper than hell, what canft thou 
kuti ?? Ze 

-_——=-> + eo — 
For the Panojilist. 


CHRIST, THE ANGEL OF GOD’S PRES- 
ENCE. 


“ The Angel of Sis prefence faved 
them.” fa. \xitt. 9. 

THESE words are part of a paf- 
fage, in which the prophet recalls 
to mind the “great goodnefs of 
God toward the houtte of Ifrael,” 
in their redemption and preferva- 
tion. ‘They appear to bea key to 
the interpretation of the divine ap- 
pearances, recorded in the old 
Teftament. From a careful ex- 
amination of the paflages of ferip- 
ture, relative to the fubjed, it is 
evident that there was a glorious 
perfon, here called the ange] or 
meflenger of God’s prefence, who 
was the medium of the divine 
manifeltations. It is our defign 
to fhow, that this glorious perfon 
was Curist, by whom all the af- 
fairs of the church were ordered 
from the beginning, and by whom 
the revelations of God the Father 
were made, according to what is 
implied John i. 18. “ No man 
hath feen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the 


bofom of the Father, he hath de- 


clared him.’’ 


When Jacob bleffed the chil- 
dren of Jofeph, thefe were his 
words : ** God, before whom my 
fathers, Abraham and Ifaac did 
walk, the God, which fed me all 
my life long unto this day, the dz- 


gel, which redeemed me from ail 


evil, blefs the lads.” Here the 
God of Abraham and Ilaac is ex- 
pretsly called the Angel. No one, 
it is prefumed, will deny, that the 
God, here mentioned, is the fame, 
who appeared to Jacob, and to 
his anceitors, and who in {feveral 
other places in Genefis is ftyled 
both God and the Angel (or Me/= 
fenger) of the Lord. To whom 
are both thefe titles applicable ex- 
cept Chrilt, who is called the Mei- 
fenger of the covenant? (Mal. iii. 
1.) The Lord, whom ye feek 
fhall fuddenly come to his temple, 
even the meffenger of the cove- 
nant, whom ye delight in.” 


When Manoah afked the name 
of the Angel of the Lord, who 
appeared to him, he replied, 
** Why afkeft thou thus after my 
name, feeing it is fecret,’’ or wox- 
derful ; the word in the original 
being the fame, that is trantlated 
Wonderful and applied to Chrilt in 
the remarkable prophecy, (Ifa. m. 
6,) “ Unto us a child is born, un- 
to us a fon is given, and the gov- 
ernment fhall be upon his fhoul- 
der, and his name fhall be called 
Wonderful,” Fc. We may here 
remark, that names in the Old 
Teitament are charaéterillick of 
the perfons, to whom they were 
given. The anfwer of the agel 
therefore implies, that he was a 
wonderful, or incomprehentible 
perion, Of whom can Doe be 
faid with fo much propriety, as of 
our bleifed Saviour: 





ee 


wast: 











SS OO Oli‘ 


132 Christ, the Angel of God’s Presence. ([fugust, 


In the vii. chap. of Acts, (ver. 
34, 38,) Stephen, {peaking of Mo- 
fies, fays, that God fent him ‘to 
be a ruler and a deliverer by the 
hand of the Angel, which appeared 
to him in the bufh ;”—and that 
“this (i.e. Mofes) was he, that 
was in the church in the wildernefs 
with the Angel, which {pake to him 
in the Mount Sinai.” In Exod. 
xii. 21, itis faid, that the Lord, 
(in the original Jehovah) went be- 
fore the Liraelites “ by day ina 
pillar of a cloud to lead them the 
way, and by night in a pillar of 
fire to give them light.” In the 
next chapter this fame glorious 
Being is ftyled “ the Angel of God 
which went before the camp.” 
In Exod. xxiii. 2o—24, it is writ- 
ten, * Behold I fend an Angel 
before thee, to keep thee in the 
way. and to bring thee into the 
place, which I have prepared. 
Mine Angel fhall go before thee.” 
If this whole paflage be compared 
with the paflages quoted above, 
with that in Jofhua 5, 13, to 6,3, 
where the appearance of the glo- 
rious perfon, called the captain of 
the Lord’s hoft, is recorded, and 
with the account of the divine ap- 
pearances to Mofes in the buih and 
on mount Sinai; it mult be ac- 
knowledged, that it was the fame 
gi@rious Being who is mentioned 
in all thofe paflages, and who is 
called in feveral places both the 
Angel of God and Jenovax. Who 
can this exalted perfon be, but 
Curist? 

The Ifraelites were command- 
ed to beware otf the Angel, who 
was fent before them, to odey his 
voice, and to provoke him not ; it 
is added, “ for he will not pardon 
your tranfgreflions.” Did not 
the Liraelites difobey and provoke 
this glorious perfon, when they 
were guilty of idolatry and forni- 
cation, and when they repeatedly 


murmured againft God, and a- 
gainit his fervant Mofes; and did 
he not often feverely punifh them 
for their tranfgreflions ? One in- 
{tance of punifhment was, when 
fiery ferpents were fent among 
them, and “ much people of Ii- 
rael died.” Of this event men- 
tion is thus made by the apoftle, 
1 Cor. x.g. ** Neither let us tempt 
Chrift, as iome of them alfo tempt- 
ed and were deltroyed of fer- 
pents.” This text certainly im- 
plies, that it was Chrift whom the 
Iiraelites tempted in the wilder- 
nefs. 

Light may alfo be thrown on 
the fubje&t by confidering what is 
added, asa tarther reaion, why 
the children of Ifrael thould be- 
ware and not provoke the exalted 
perfon, who conducted them in 
their way to the promifed ljand. 
The reaion is this, “ for my name 
is in him.” The name of God is 
no where in fcripture faid to be 
in men, nor in angels; but his 
name is in Chrift, in a fenfe in 
which it cannot be in any of his 
creatures. Chrift was called Im- 
manuel, God with us ; and 
there is this prophecy of him, 
Jer. xxxiit. 5, 6, * Behold the days 
come, faith the Lord, that I will 
raife unto David a righteous 
branch, and a king fhall reign 
and profper, and ithall execute 
judgment und juitice mm the earth ; 
and this is his name, t4e Lerd (in 
the original Jehovah) our Right- 
eoufnefs.”? Our bdleiled Saviour 
has exprefsly declared the inti- 
mate, the infeparable unton, there 
is, between h mielf and the Fa- 
ther. ‘I and m; Father are one. 
The Father is in me and I in 
him.” (John x. 30, 38.) 

[t appears from feveral paffag- 
es, that the patriarchs and Mo- 
{es worthipped the glerious perfon 
who appeared to them; and we 
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are exprefsly told that Jothua, 
when the captain of the Lord’s 
hoft appeared to him, “ fell on 
his face to the earth and did wor- 
thip.”” Does not this prove, that 
he was fuperangelick ? For an- 
gels refufe to receive worthip, as 
appears. from the following paf- 
fages ; (Rev. xix. ro.) [ [John] 
fell at his feet to worlhip him, 
and he faid unto me fee thou do it 
not ; worfhip God.” Again 
(Rev. xxii. 8,9.) “ I John faw 
thefe things and heard them; and 
when I had heard and feen, I fell 
down to worfhip at the feet of the 
angel, which fhowed me thefe 
things; he faith unto me, fee 
thou do it not; worfhip God.” 
if we compare the patilages, 
where the Angel of the Lord is 
faid to be worthipped, in the Old 
Teftament with thofe,. where 
Chrift is faid to be worfhipped in 
the New, we cannot ealily avoid 
the conclufion, that Chriit was 
the glorious perfon, who appeared 
under the title of the Angel or 
Meflenger of the Lord. Befide 
there feems to be the fame won- 
derful connexion between that glo- 
rious perfon, who was the medi- 
um of the divine manifeftations, 
and God in the Old Teftament, 
that there is between Chriit and 
the Father in the New. ‘That ex- 
alted Being was frequently called 
God; fo was Chrift. Hefpake with 
authority, as God; fo did Chrift- 
He was worlhipped ; and fo was 
Chrift. Ifthen thatglorious perfon 
were not Chrift, how fhall we ac- 
count forthisremarkable fimilarity 
of character ? On any other fuppo- 
fition what perfon could he be? 
If he were fimply an angel, would 
he have received religious wor- 
fhip, or would he have been called 
Jexovan? R. 


To the foregoing the Enirors 
Vol. I. No. 3. Q. 


fubjoin the following pertinent re- 
marks, copied from a manufcript 
of the late Reverend Dr. Jostru 
Bervamy.* 
THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
Gen. xii. 7. 

“And the Lord appeared to 
Abraham, and faid, Unto thy feed 
will | give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto the 
Lord, who appeared unto him.” 

Queft. 1. Who is this Lord that 
appeared, &c.? 

Mnf. Some fay, it was not Gop, 
i. @. the Moff High God; for no 
man hath feen God at any time ; 
John i. 18: But it was another 
being, inferior to the Moft High 
God, who was fent by the Moft 
High, to appear, to fpeak, to ad, 
in the name of the Moft High ; to 
perfonate him ; and who there- 
tore is called the Angel of the Lord. 
To which it may be objeé?ed. 

O*7. 1. That, in fac, he fpeaks 
in his own name. ‘Unto thy feed 
will I give this land,” not anoth- 
er God ; but I, myfelf, “1 will 

ive.” 

Obj. 2. Abram believed him to 
be in his own perfon, the Moft 
High God ; for he paid that wor- 
fhip to him which is peculiar to 
the Moft High God. “ He build- 
ed an altar unto the Lord who ap- 
peared unto him.”’ But it is writ- 
ten, Exodus xxii. 20. “ He that 
facrificeth to any god, fave unto 
the Lord only, he thall be utterly 
deftroyed.” Was Abram an 
idolater ? Were not his facrifices 
accepted by the Lord who appeared? 

Obj. 3. This fame Jehovah 
who appeared uato Abram, didaf- 
terward appeared unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, “*Go, tell Pharaoh, Thus faith 
the Lord God of the Hebrews, 
Let my people go, that they may 


* See Dr. Erskine’s “ Shefches ond Hint; 


of C'mrch History, and Theological Controversy. 
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ferve me;” Exod. ix.1. And 
on Mount Sinai, Exod. xx. “I 
am” (I myfelf am) “the Lord 
thy God, who brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the 
houfe of bondage. ‘Thou {halt 
have no other Gods beiore me.” 
Was not this exprefsly toclaim tobe 
the Molt High God? even the 
one only true and living God? 
Was not this claim made exprefl- 
ly in his own name ? 

O4;. 4. This very fame God, 
who appeared to Abram, was in 
faet worthipped as the Molt High 
God, by Abram’s poiterity in all 
fucceeding generations, as is evi- 
dent from the gth chapter of Ne- 
hemiah, throughout, as well as 
from a thoufand other texts. 

Qe. 2. Who was the Angel 
of the Lord that appeared to Mo- 
fes in the burning buth ? Exod. 
ill. 3. 
Anf. The very fame God who 
had before appeared to Abram, 
to Ifaac, and to Jacob, as is ac- 
knowledged by all; and even 
the Angel of the Lord ex- 
prefsly declares it to be fo; Ex- 
od. it. 6—18. See alfo, Gen 
XXVUL. 13—22, and XXXt. 13. 

Suef. 3. If the Angel of the 
Lord was the Moft High God, 
who was the Lord of the Angel ? 

sinf. The Mott High God; 
for it is written, Deut. vi. 4 
«© Hear, O LIifrael, the Lord our 
God is one Lord. Jeh. x. 30. 

«“ [ and my Father are one.” 
Joh. xiv. 9. “ He that hath feen 
me, hath feen the Father.” And 
becaufe the Father (ext the Son, 
therefore he is called the age! of 
te Lerd; and becaute God the 
Son is God, even one God with 
the Father, therefore he iaid, 
Thou fhalt bave no other Gods befire 
me; and becauie God the Father 
is God, even one God with the 
Son, therefore God the Father is 


called the God of Abram, A&ts iix 
13. ; for according to {fcripture, 
there is but one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft, in whofe name 
all chriftians are baptized. 

Exod. xxiv. 9, 10. “ Then 
went up Mofes and Aaron, Na- 
dab and Abihu, and feventy of 
the elders of Ifrael : and they /aw 
the God of Iirael.” 

Quefi. 4. If it is true, as is af- 
ferted in Joh. i. 18. “ No man 
hath fen God at any time ;’ 
what meaneth thefe words, “ And 
they saw the God of Ifrael ”” 

4Anf. The only begotten Son 
appeared, exhibited the invifible 
Godhead, which no eye hath feen. 
He appeared then as God, af- 
terward in the likenefs of man, 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. 

N. B. The God who (Gen. 
1. &.)} ia the beginning created the 
heaven and the earth (a careful 
reading of the following chapters 
will convince any candid man, } is 
the fame God who appeared to 
Adam, before the fall, and after 
the fall ; to Cain, before he flew 
his brother, and after he flew his 
brother ; to Noah, before the 
flood, and after the flood; to A- 
bram, before he came into the 
land of Canaan, and after he came 
into the land of Canaan; and 
who appeared at all other times to 
Iiaac, to Jacob, to Motes, to Jofh- 
ua, &c. ; and who was known as 
the God and King of J/rae! ; for,. 
by the only begotten Son of God 
qwere all things made that were 
made; and by him hath the im 
vifible Godhead been revealed to 
mankind, m all the divine works, 
fince the creation ; and perkaps 
for this reafon he is called, te 
Word of Ged. “ No man hath 
feen God at any time ; the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bof- 
om of the Father, ke hath reveal- 
ed him.” 
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Gen. xiv. 22. Abram faid, I 
have lift up mine hand unto the 
Lord, the Moft High God, the pof- 
feflor of heaven and earth. 

Queft. 5. Was not this Jeho- 
vah, the fame Jehovah who ap- 
peared to Abram Gen. xii. 7. 
where we read, that 4e du‘lded an 
altarunto the Lord who appeared un- 
to him 2 Qr, did he build an altar 
to one Jehovah (an inferior God,) 
and fware by another Jehovah, 
who was the mMost’'H1GH Gop? 

N. B. If God the Son was he 
who appeared to Abram, and who 
was in faé& the Ged and King of 
Fjrael, the Evangelifts and other 
infpired writers of the New Tef- 
tament, may be juttified in apply- 


ing to him texts out of the Old 
Teftament, which were originally 
meant of the Ged of Ifrael. Com- 
pare Gen. i. 1. with Joh. i. 1, 2, 
3, 10.3; and Pfal. Ixviii. 17, 18, 
with Eph, iv. 8, 9, 10. ; and Pfal. 
xeviil. 1—7, with Heb. i. 6.; and 
Pfal. cii. 26, with Heb. i. 10. ; 
and Ifai. vi. 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, with 
Joh. xii. 40, 41.; and If. xl._3, 
with Luke i. 76. Luke iii. 4. &c. 
&e. 
Duet. 6. May I lawfully deny 
the omnrpresence of God, be- 
caufe I can neither underftand 
nor explain it, nor folve difficul- 
ties relative to it? 

Anf. By no means. The ap- 
plication is eafy.” 
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From the Chriftian Obferver. 
WHATEVER is injurious to pie- 
ty, muft be a proper fubject of an- 
ymadverfion. Thofe, indeed, who 
act in open hoftility to chriftianity, 
are not likely to be checked by 
any obfervation, which may come 
from fuch a quarter; but the 
f iend of chriftianity will furely not 
be offended if it is fuggefted to 
him, that he may poflibly have in- 
jured the caufe, which it is his ear- 
neft defire to fupport, by counte- 
nancing a practice which, though 
highly injurious, is not uncom- 
mon: I mean the prattice of tell- 
ing anecdotes of miftakes which 
have been made in reading the 
{criptures at church. The moft 
folemn parts of the word of God 
are, by thefe means, connected 
with fome /udicrous idea ; an idea 
which, perhaps can never be eraf- 
ed from the mind, and which ef- 
feftually prevents the impreflion 
that thefe paffages are calculated 
to make ; for 1 fuppofe it will be 


granted, that a frious and a /udi- 
crous impreflion cannot be made 
atthe fametime. This being the 
cafe, we can hardly imagine that 
the greateft enemy to religion 
could have hit upon a better ex- 
pedient to promote his defigns, 
than the praétice here alluded to. 
In order to perceive its full ef- 
fect, we have only to fuppofe that 
all the moft ftriking parts of fcrip- 
ture, had fome ridiculous ftory 
connetted with them. 


I was lately in a large company 
at a friend’s houfe, when the con- 
verfation took the turn in quef- 
tion. Several clergymen were 
prefent of great learning and pie- 
ty, between whom much ufeful 
converfation had previoufly pafi- 
ed. One of them happening to 
tell a tory of a ftrange blunder 
made by a parifh clerk, it was im- 
mediately followed by another, 
till the whole company catching 
the contagion, almoft every ona 


had fome laughable ftory of tha 
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fame fort to relate. Several 
young perfons were prefent, who 
feemed fo much to enjoy the con- 
verfation, that I apprehend they 
never will read or hear the texts 
which were mentioned, without 
aflociating them with the anec- 
dote that caufed fo much mirth. 

I will likewife take the liberty 
of mentioning another practice, 
which I have often witnefled, and 
which, though not precifely the 
fame, is very fimilar in its effects : 
I mean the talking on religious 
fubjeéts in a manner which has a 
tendency to excite laughter. 
Some perfons, from their peculiar 
turn of mind, are much tempted 
to this. I do not mean to charge 
them with want of reverence tor 
religion, but whillt they indulge 
themfelves in this way of talking, 
they are not aware of the imprei- 
fions which they may be making 
on the minds of others. Allfuch 
as have a natural turn for wit and 
humour fhould here be on their 
guard. Religion is not a gloomy, 
but it is a ferious thing. 

The fubjeét of this paper may, 
perhaps, appear ftrange to fome 
who have never met with any 
thing of the kind : many, howev- 
er, | am convinced, will feel its 
importance. O. R. 


It is impoffible not to feel the 
force of O. R’s animadverfions. 
No {mall portion of blame, how- 
ever, attaches to thofe clergymen, 
who, by their carelefs and incor- 
rect manner of reading, furnilh 
matter for ludicrous anecdote. 
It is hoped Americans will profit 
by the above remarks, to whom 


they are as applicable, as to the 
Englith. 


——2 + eS — 


TRE important and feafonable 
truths contained in the following 
extracts from a Fatt difcourfe of 


that celebrated divine, the Rev. 
Rozerr Hatt, founded on Jer. 
viii. 6. entitle them to diftin- 
guifhed notice. 

“ A lax theology is the natural 
parent of a Jax morality. The 
peculiar motiyes, accordingly, by 
which the infpired writers enforce 
their moral lefflons, the love of 
God and the Redeemer, concern 
for the honour of religion, and 
gratitude for the ineftimable ben- 
efits of the chriftian redemption, 
have no place in the fafhionable 
fyftems of moral inftruétion.* 

The motives almoft exclufively 
urged, are fuch as take their rile 
from the preient flate, founded on 
reputation, on honour, on health, 
or on the tendency of the things 
recommended to promote, under 
fome form or other, the acquifi- 
tion of worldly advantages. Thus 
even morality ivfelf, by diffociat- 
ing it from religion, is made to 
cherifh the love of the world, and 
to bar the heart more effeciually 


againtt the approaches of piety.” 


P- 34, 35; 
We fhall ill confult the true‘in- 


terefts of revelation, by diftin- 
guifhing its peculiarities, in hope 
of conciliating the approbation of 
infidels, and of adapting it more 
to their tafte; a milftaken and 
dangerous policy, by which we 
run imminent rifque of catching 
their contagion, without impart- 
ing the benefit of ifs truth. Let 
us not for a moment blench from 
its myfteries : they are my/P ries 
of £6 dlinefs ; and however much 
they may furpafs human reafon, 
bear the diftin@ impreYs of a di- 

*«<If the reader wiihes for a further 
ftatement and illuftration of thofe mel- 
ancholy facts, he may find it in Mr. 
Witperrorce’s celebrated book on re- 
ligion, an ineftimable work, which has, 
perhaps, done more than any other to 
roufe the infenhbility and augment the 
piety of the age.” p.34. Norm. 
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vine hand. We rejoice that they 
are myfteries, {0 far from being a- 
fhamed of them on that account ; 
fince the principal reafon why 
they are, and muft ever continue 
fuch, is derived from their eleva- 
tion, from their uxfearchable riches, 
and undefinable grandeur. In 
fine, let us draw our religion and 
morality entirely from the word 


of God, without feeking any deep- 
er foundation for our duties, than 
the w#// of the Supreme Being, an 
implicit and perfeét acquiefcence 
in which, is the sigh virtue a 
creature can attain.” p. 63, 64. 

a We fhall gratify our read- 
ers with fome further extracts 
from this admirable difcourfe in 
our next number. 





a — 
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Miscellaneous, 








tn fulfilment of our promife,*® we lay be- 
fore our readers the following inter- 
efting account of ‘ The Society in Secot- 
land for propagating Chrifiian Knowledge.’ 
It was drawn up by the late Dr, 
Kemp, their fecretary, in the form of 
an Addrefs, and by requeft was deliv- 
ered to the company ailembled at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in Lon- 
don, May 18, 1803, being the anni- 
verfary Feftival of this Society in 
Londun. The Duke of Atholl in the 
chair. 

airy LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 


By the appointment of my con- 
flituents, ** The Society in Scrtland 
Jor propagating Chr iftian Krowl- 
edge,’ | wait upon you at this 
time, to give you their beft thanks 
for all your former favours, of 
which they are imefled with the 
greateft fenfe, and to folicit the 
continuance of your patronage 
and {upport. 

You have been accuftomed an- 
nually on the day of the anniver- 
fary, to receive an account of that 
extenfive charity, and its immedi- 
ate purfuits and objeéts. Had it 
pleafed God to have prolonged 
the life of him from whom you 
were wont to hear it, my vifit to 
London on this occafion would 
have been unneceflary, and would 


* See laft No p. 78. 


have been fuperfeded. It falls to 


my lot, the furviving brother fec- 
retary of that gentleman, to fup- 
ply his place until it fhall be filied 
up by a new eleétion. Had elo- 
quence like his, been mine, I 
fhould have rejoiced to employ it 
in giving to his memory a well- 
merited tribute of praife ; my tal- 
ents fuffice for nothing more than 
the ftatement of a few plain well- 
known faés; but the perfonal 
knowledge of many among thofe 
whom I havenow the honour toad- 
drefs, will fupply my deficiencies, 
You, gentlemen, well know the 
genius and talents of the late Dr. 
Hunter, the activity, and compre- 
henfivenefs, and benevolence of 
hismind. Few men ever employ- 
ed greater exertions or with hap- 
pier fuccefs in promoting the in- 
tereft of a variety of charitable in- 
ftitutions. To the friends of thefe 
charities his memory will long be 
dear ; nor are we, of the Society in 


‘Scotland for propagating Chriftian 


Knowledge, an exception : we feel 
and ac ksipitlodgee the obligations, 
which he laid us under. 

At a period when the intereft 
of our inftitution had declined, 
and was indeed at a low ebb in 


London, his vigorous and active 


mind devifed and executed liberal 
plans for its revival, and procured 
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for it many zealous friends; he 
had the happinefs to leave it in a 
moft flourifhing condition. 

What his powers of eloquence 
were, I have no occafion to itate ; 
for within thefe walls you, gentle- 
men, have'often heard them call- 
ed forth in behalf of the charity, 
en account of which we have this 
day aflembled ; and the effects af- 
forded fufficient evidence of their 
influence. 

Bear with me, gentlemen : 
fome of you, I know, will fympa- 
thife with me, while I mourn o- 
ver his lofs, not as a publick man 
only, or as the benefactor of foci- 
ety at large, and of this fociety in 
particular, but as a private friend, 
than whom never ene was blett 
with a kinder heart or warmer af- 
fections, more ready to enter into 
the feelings, or with more active 
exertion to promote the intereft of 
every man whom he accounted a 
friend, and ftood in need of his af- 
filtance. Not afew of you, | am 
perfuaded, will concur in the fen- 
timent, when I fay, that I loved 
him while alive, and mourn over 
him now that he is gone. 

Permit me new to attempt to 
fulfil that duty of the fecretary of 
the fociety, which Dr. Hunter was 
wont to perform. 

Accounts of the fociety in Scot- 
land for propagating chriftian 
knowledge have been repeatediy 
publifhed to the world, and many 
prefent are well acquainted with 
the hiltory of an inftitution which 
has fubfiited for near a century. 
But there are probably fome pref- 
ent, and thefe of the higheit con- 
fideration, who may not have had 
an opportunity of reading thefe 
publications, or having their atten- 
tion particularly directed to this 
inftitution. I thall be forgiven 
then, 1 hope, if in this addrefs, I 
beltow a few fentences upon its 





(August, 
origin, progrefs, and prefent ob- 


jects. 

The Society in Scotland for propae 
gating Chriftian Knowledge derived 
its exiltence from the benevolence 
of a few private gentlemen, who 
in the beginning of the la{t centu- 
ty had made themfelves acquaint- 
ed with the melancholy condition 
of the inhabitants of the remote 
diftrits of Scotland, and were 
deeply affected by the profound ig- 
norance and grofs barbarifm in 
which they were buried. They 
found that thefe poor people were 
utterly deftitute of almoft all the 
means of knowledge and improve- 
ment. The few proteftant mini- 
ters fettled among them, were 
thinly fcattered over an immenfe 
furface of rugged country; di- 
vided indeed into parifhes, and 
each provided with a proteftant 
minilter, but thefe p-rifhes refem- 
bling rather fhires, or provinces of 
great extent. Even at this day, 
when the numbers of minifters is 
greatly increafed, fome of thefe 
parifhes which I have travelled 
through, are fixty miles in length by 
forty inbreadth, Others of them 
contift of feveral iflands detached 
from each other by miles, and in 
fome cafes, by /eagues of a boilter- 
ous fea. 

The parifhes on the main land 
of the highlands, are for the moft 
part interfected by arms of the sea 
reaching far into the country, er. 
by rapid rivers deftitute of bridges, 
and in the winter generally impaf- 
fable ; many of them by high 
mountains, which for months to- 
gether are covered with fnow ; 
fo that all intercourfe is prevented 
between the feveral parts of the 
fame parifh, and of courfe, be- 
tween the minifler and the people, 
except in the diftri@ in which he. 
happens to refide. “ 

The body of the peaple were 
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by thefe means not only deprived 
in a great meafure of the benefit 
of the inftructions of their minis- 
ters, but were almoft totally defti- 
tute of fehools and feminaries for 
the education of their children. 

Few comparatively of the par- 
ifhes in the highlands: and iflands 
at that time enjoyed the benefit of 
parochial f{chools (there are too 
many in the fame {ituation at this 
day), and of the few which had 
{chools, the benefit, from the cauf- 
es I have already mentioned, ex- 
tended but to a {mall portion of 
the inhabitants. Add to thefe un- 
fortunate circumitances, that the 
language of the people was, and 
{till is the Gaelic, in which there 
were then no books, and though 
there had, they could have been 
of no ufe, for none of the people 
could read. 

From thefe caufes combined, it 
is certain, nor is it to be wonder- 
ed, that intellectual darknefs, the 
groffelt and molt profound, brood- 
ed over this unhappy country, that 
its inhabitants were ignorant of 
the firit principles of the chriltian 
fyitem, and that what notions 
they had of a religious nature 
were a mixture of popilh and pa- 
gan fuperitition. 

We may julily add, that thefe 
poor peopie were as ignorant of 
the arts of civilized, as they were 
of the principies of the religious 
life ; their minds were fierce, their 
manners barbarous. ‘The feuds 
of their clans were endlefs, and 
their quarrels bloody. ‘They were 
plunderers of the loyal and peace- 
tul inhabitants of the low lands of 
Scotland ; and in general (for 
there were exceptions) they were 
hoitile to the happy couititution of 
government eltablithed at the rev- 
olution. Succeflive rebellions 
from that era to the year 1745, 
furnifh melancholy proofs of the 


juftice of this laf affertion, and of 
the then difpofition of the high~ 
landers. 

It was impoflible that cultivat- 
ed and benevolent minds could 
contemplate without commifera- 
tion, a people, and thofe their own 
countrymen, in fo unhappy a con- 
dition. The generous founders of 
our fociety pitied them, and form- 
ed a noble plan for their relief. 
Their perfonal funds were narrow, 
but they exerted them to the ut- 
moft. They made known their 
intentions to the publick; they 
were approved, and numbers en- 
tered heartily into the plan which 
they formed. The General Af 
fembly of the church of Scotland, 
by repeated atts in fucceflive years, 
recommended it to the liberality 
of their people. It was made 
known to Queen Anne, of pious 
memory; her majelty’s approba- 
tion of it was ptblifhed by a roy- 
al proclamation in the year 1708 ; 
and in 1709, the Pg was. gra- 
cioufly pleafed to iflue her letters 
patent, conftituting the fubfcribers 
a body corporate by the name 
and defignation, which they have 
ever fince borne. The objects of 
the fociety are defined in their 
charter, * for raifing a vol- 
untary contribution towards the 
farther promotion of chriftian 
knowledge, and the increafe of pi- 
ety and virtue within Scotland, 
efpecially in the highlands and 
iflands and remote corners thereof, 
where idolatry, fuperttition, and 
ignorance, do moltly abound by 
reaion of the largeneds of parifhes 
and {fcarcity of ichools: giving 
and granting to the fociety full 
powers to receive fub{criptions and 
donations of money, and there- 
with to erect and maintain {chooly 
to teach to read, efpecially the ho- 
ly {criptures and other good and 
pious books ; as alfo ta teach 
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Writing, arithmetick, and fuch like 
degrees of knowledge.”’ 

The fubfcribers and firft mem- 
bers of the fociety were, many of 
them, of the higheft rank and 
molt diftinguifted characters in 
Scotland. Permit me to read 
from an authentick lift publifhed 
by authority, a few of their names 
— Fames, Duke of Queensbury and 
Dover : Fohn, Duke of Athall, (the 
great grand father of our pretent 


noble chairman ;) David, Earl of 


Buchan; Thomas, Eart of Had- 
dington; Fobn, Earl of Lauter- 
dale; Famer, Earl of Seafield ; 
David, Earl of Glafzow ; Charles, 
Earl of Hovetoun ; Archibald, Earl 
ef Iflay. Belide thefe nodlemen, 
there occur on the lift the names 
of many gentlemen of rank and 
fortune ; the judges of the fu- 
ay court of judicature in Scot- 
and, all the miuifters of Edin- 
burgh and its vicinity, and a great 
number of its molt refpectable cit- 
izens. 

Four thoufand pounds were raif- 
ed, and immediately the fociety 
began their operations as defcrib- 
ed in their charter. By eftablith- 
ing fchools for the inftruction of 
youth, they wifhed to refcue their 
as yet uncorrupted minds from the 
inorance and barbarifm of their 
fathers, to imbue them with the 
firft principles of {cience and relig- 
ion, and to open to them the chan- 
nels of farther improvement, by 
teaching them to fpeak and to 
read the Engliih language. 

Need I fay to well-informed 
men, acquainted with human na- 
ture, that the initruCtion of youth, 
is of all methods the molt effectu- 
al for conveying knowledge and 
improvement to an ignorant and 
uncivilized people ? 

The fuccefs which attended the 


firt beginnings of the plan adopt- 
ed by the fociety, foon gave to it 
celebrity, and brought a large ad. 
dition to the liit of its patrons and 
friends. Its funds rapidly increaf- 
ed, and in exact pruportion to 
their increafe, the number of 
{chools upon its eftablifhment was 
augmented. 

In the year 1738 they amount- 
ed to a7 hundred and twelve. 

At that time, the fociety, deep- 
ly regretting the idlenefs and ig- 
norance of the common arts of in- 
dultry, which generally prevailed 
in the highlands and iflands, and 
being perfuaded that idlenefs and 
vice commonly go hand in hand, 
refolved to do what in them lay 
to cure this evil. They applied 
for, and obtained from his late 
majelty king George IlId, a new 
patent, authorizing them to erect 
{chools of induftry for teaching 
the youth of both fexes, and par- 
ticularly females, its more coms 
mon branches. Upon this part 
of their plan, as well as upon 
that of the firit patent, they have 
ever fince proceeded, and now the 
number of their fchools of induf- 
try amounts to above an hundred, 
at which are taught above two 
theufand young perfons, chiefly 
girls. 

In confequence of thefe fchools, 
the women of the remote parts of 
the highlands and iflands, who, 
as ufually happens in rude coun- 
tries, were chiefly employed in the 
labours of the field, are now occu- 
pied in employments befitting their 
fex, in {fpinning, fewing, knitting, 
and the like appropriate arts, 
while at the fame time they learn 
to read the feriptures, and to un- 
derftand the firlt principles of re- 
ligion. 

(Zo be concluded in our next.) 
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LAST WORDS OF REV. RICHARD HOOK- 
ER, WHO DIED, Nov. 2) i600, Azed 47. 


«The chamber where the good man meets his 
fate, 


Js privileg’d beyond the common walk 
OF virtao1s life, quite in the verge of heaven. 
Fly ye profane ! if not, draw near with awe, 
Receive the blessiny, and adore the chance 
That threw in this Bethesda your disease ; 
If unrestor’d by this, despair your cure.”’ 
Young. 
Hts physician, Dr. Saravia, per- 
ceiving that he was in deep con- 
templation, and not inclined to con- 
verse, asked him, what where his 
present thoughts ?.Mr. H. replied, 
“that he was meditating on the 
number and nature of angels,* and 
their blessed obedience and order, 
without which, peace could not be 
in heaven! and Oh! that it might 
be so on earth !” After which he 
said, “ I have lived to see this 
world is made up of perturbations, 
and I have been long preparing 
to leave it, and gathering comfort 
for the dreadful hour of making 
my account with God, which I now 
apprehend to be near. And though 
I have, by his grace loved him in 
my youth, and feared him in mine 
age, and laboured to have a con- 
science void of offence to him, 
and to all men; yet if thou, O 
Lord, be extreme to mark what I 
have done amiss, who can abide 
it? And therefore where I have 
failed, Lord, shew mercy unto me, 
for I plead not my righteousness, 
but the forgiveness of my unright- 
eousness, for his merits, who died 
to purchase a pardon for penitent 
sinners. And since I owe thee a 
death, Lord, let it not be terrible, 
and then take thine own time, I 
submit to it : let not mine, O 
Lord, but let thy will be done !” 


* « The subject which engaged Mr. Mook- 
er’s dying thoughts, ought cons‘a :tly te engage 
our living ones ; since in the prayer, composed 
and delivered to his disciples, by our Lord 
and Saviour, the obedience of the angels is pro- 
posed as a pattern to be imitated by us, as the 
¢opy, after which we should diligently write,” 
“* Thy witl be dons on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Bp. Horne’s Sermons. 

Vor. I. No. 3. R 


With which expression, he fell 
into a dangerous slumber ; danger- 
ous as to his recovery, yet he re- 
covered, but it was only to speak 
these few words : ** Good doctor, 
God hath heard my daily petitions; 
for Iam at peace with all men ; 
and he is at peace with me ; and 
from which blessed assurance, I 
feel that inward joy, which the 
world can neither give nor take 
away from me.” More he wouid 
have spoken, but his spirits failed 
him, and after a short conflict be- 
twixt nature and death, a quiet 
sigh put a period to his last breath, 
and so he fell asleep. 

The following is his Epitafih, write 
ten by Sir Wiliiam Cowfier, who 
erected a monument to his memos 
ry, in Borne Church, and ac- 
knowledges Mr. Hooker to have 
been his spiritual father. 


Though nothing can be spoke worthy his fame, 

Or the remembrance of that precious name, 

Judicious Hooker, though this cost be spent, 

On him that hath a lasting monument 

In his own books ; yet ought we to express, 

If not his worth, yet our respectfulness. 

Church ceremonies he maintain’d, then why 

Without al] ceremony, should he die? 

Was it because his life and death should be, 

Both equa] patterns of humility ? 

Or that perhaps this only glorious one 

Was «above all, to ask why had hz none? 

Yet he that lay so long obscurely low, 

Doth now preferr’d to greater honours go. 

Ambitious men, learn’d hence to be more wise; 

Humility is the true way to rise ; 

And God in me this Jesson did inspire, 

To bid this humble man—*“ Friend, sit up high- 
er.’? 


A faithful abridgment of the 
works of Mr. Hooker, in eight 
books of Ecclesiastical frolity, and 
of all his other treatises, with an 
account of his life ; by a divine of 
the church of England, was pub- 
lished in London, 1705. 

Walton’s Lives. 
—2+e-— 
FRAGMENTS, 

At Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, there 
is a coal pit, which is an hundred 
and thirty fathoms (780 feet) in 
perpendjcular depth, and which is 
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worked, at that depth, five miles 
horizontally, quite acrofs, beneath 
the Tyne, and under the oppofite 
county of Durham. 

In Durham the coal is fo near 
to the furface of the earth, that 
wheels of the carriages lay it open 
to the day, in fuch a quantity, as 
to be fufficient for the ufe of the 
neighbourhood, and to become a 
valuable branch of income. 

At Newcaltle-upon-Tyne, Staf- 
fordfhire, and in fome parts of 
Scotland, the ffrata are chiefly 
compofed of ftones fit to be appli- 
ed to the purpofes of building. 
In Yorkfhire, throughout the 
whole diitri& of Richmond, in 
Shropthire, and  Leicelterfhire, 
and in almoft the whole of the 
northern quarter of the ifland, the 
coal approaches in its appearance 
very nearly to bitumen, which 
has merely fuffered induration. 

Purkinfon’s Organick Remains 
of a former World. 
CANDOUR. 

With regard to men’s princi- 
ples, we fhould always put the 
belt conitruction on dubious ca- 
fes, and treat thofe as friends to 
chriitianity, who are not avowed 
and declared enemies. By fo do- 
ing, we may perhaps fave a per- 
fon from really apoftatizing ; his 
doubts and prejudices may be o- 
vercome ; and what was wanting 
in him may be perfected. But if 
we fuppofe and treat him as an 
enemy, we take a ready way to 
make him one, though he were 
not fuch before. Befide the ad- 
dition of a new name, efpecially 
# it be a name of eminence, to 
the catalogue of infidels flrength- 
ens that party, and weakens the 
faith of many, who build on au- 
thority. “ He that is not againit 
us, ISON Our part.” 


Bp. Horne. 


(4ugust, 


IGNORANEE. 

Ir has been afferted, that “ Ig- 
norance is the mother of devo- 
tion.” It is no fuch thing. It 
is the mother of fuperttition, of 
bigotry, of fanaticifm, of difaffec- 
tion, of cruelty, and of rebellion. 
Thefe are its legitimate children, 
It has never yet produced any 
other ; and never will to the end of 


the world. And we may lay this 


down as an inconteftible truth, 
that a well informed and intelli- 
gent people, more particularly a 
people well acquainted with the 
facred writings, will always be 
more orderly, more decent, more 
humane, more virtuous, more re- 
ligious, more obedient to their 
fuperiors, than a people totally 
devoid of all inftruction and alk 
education. 

Charge of Bp. London. 1803. 


It is a fa& afcertained by the 
molt diligent and accurate inqui- 
ries, that in the moft enlightened 
parts of ireland, not above one 
third part of the people receive 
any education at all ; and 
throughout the reft of the ifland, 
not a fewentieth part have ever 


learnt their alphabet. ibid. 


For more than favesty years 
palt, upward of 300,000 children of 
the poor have been religioufly ed- 
ucated in the various charity and 
Sunday ichoolsin England. ibid. 


SUBMISSION, 


Wuen Mr. Pafchal obferved 
any of his friends to be afflicted 
at feeing the ficknefs and pain 
he underwent, he would fay, ** Do 
not be fo concerned for me. 
Sicknefs is the natural ftate of a 
chriftian, becaufe by it we are 
what we ought always to be, in a 
ftate of fuffering evils, mortified 
to the pleafures of fenfe, exempt 
from all thofe pafions which work 
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upon us as long as we live, free 
from ambition or avarice, and in 
a conftant expectation of death. 
And is it not a great happinefs, 
to be by neceffity in the ftate one 
ought to be in, and to have noth- 
ing elfe to do but humbly and 
peaceably to fubmit to it?’ This 
is a noble, a juft, a comfortable 
{peculation. 

—2_ +e 
INTERESTING ANECDOTE OF THE 
CELEBRATED BISHOP BUTLER. 

Wuen his Lordfhip lay on his 
dying bed, he called for his chap- 
lain and faid, “ Though I have 
endeavoured to avoid fin and to 
pleafe God to the utmoft of my 
power, yet, from the confciouf- 
nefs of perpetual infirmities, 1 am 
fill afraid to die.” “My Lord,” 
faid the chaplain, .“ You have 


forgotten that Jefus Chrift is a 


Saviour.” ‘ True,’’ was the an- | 


{wer, ** but how fhall I know he 
is a Saviour for me?” “ My 
Lord,” it is written, * Him that 
cometh to me I willin no wife caft 
out.”? * True,” faid the Bifhup ; 
“and I am furprifed, that, though 
I have read that fcripture a thou- 
fand times over, I never felt its 
virtue till this moment; and 
now I die happy. 





VOLTAIRE. 

Montefquieu faid of Voltaire, 
“ Lorfque Voltaire lit un livre, 
il le fait, puis il ecrit contre ce 
quil l’ a fait.” “* When Voltaire 
reads a book, he makes it what he 
pleafes, and then writes againtt, 
what he has made it.” 





a 





Review of Mew JOublications, 








Letters to the Rev. Tuomas Bet- 
SHAM, on fome important fubjects 
of theological difcuffion, referred to 
in his difcourfe on occafion of the 
death of the Rev. Joserv Priest- 
LEY, L-L.D. FeR-S. KC. By 
Joun Pye Situ. Printed by 
Biggs and Co. London, 1894. 
131 pp. 8vo. 


Tue defign of thefe eight letters 
is very important, and their pub- 
lication very feafonable. The 
fubjects are altogether controver- 
fial. The manner, in which they 
are treated, difplays a rare combi- 
nation of excellencies. ‘The au- 
thor fhows himfelf poffeffed of 
qualifications, which we always 
with, but often wifh in vain, to find 
in the difputant. The reader of 
thefe letters is not difgufted with 
any thing conceited, narrow, or 
grovelling, nor offended with any 


thing fupercilious, harfh, or unciv- 
il. The writer is in earneft, and 
yet unruffled ; bold and undaunt- 
ed, yet modeft ; learned, without 
pedantry ; faithful to the caufe of 
truth, without facrificing the caufe 
of love. While he expofes the er- 
rors and mifreprefentations of Dr. 
Prieftley and his learned difciple, 
he refpectfully acknowledges their 
eminent abilities. Without the 
leaft degree of petulance, he re- 
proves their unfairnefs; and no- 
tices, with chriftian meeknefs, their 
bitter and extravagant reflections 
upon what he believed eternal 
truth. Nothing is defigned to de- 
grade their characters. While he 
pioufly laments their errors, he 
addreffes them in the language of 
veneration and cordial friendfhip. 
How cana candid focinian perufe 
this author, without dreading fucl. 
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an opponent, but wifhing for fuch 
a friend ? 
The firftletter isthusintroduced. 


DEAR Sir, 

The difcourfe, with a copy of 
which you have politely favoured me, 
preached on occafion of the death of 
your venerable friend, the late Rev. Dr. 
Prieftiey, muft be viewed by the difpaf- 
fionate and candid, as an effufion of the 
heart truly honourable to your charac- 
ter and your friendfhip. With feelings 
fuch as the difciples of Socrates poflefi- 
ed when they embalmed the memcry of 
their injured mafter, and with talents 
which would have been worthy of 
them, you have paid the tribute of dig- 
nified and affectionate refpect to your 
* guide, philofopber, and friend.” 

After referrmg to Dr. Prieftley, 
as one who recommended the 
feizure of every fair occafion for 
dete&ing errour and difcovering 
truth, he favs ; 

Dr, Prieftley is dead. May the wrath 
and tancour of his enemies, for their 
own fakes, die alfo, and perifh for ever. 
‘The prayers and wifhes, which pureft 
benevolence has often dictated, for a 
revolution infinitely defirabie in his re- 
ligious fentiments and feelings, are 
brought to an awful paufe, and their 
refult is a problem to be refolved only 
when “ we all ftand before the judgment 
feat of Chrift.” But,in the fiacere f{pir- 
it of integrity and candour, to examine 
his publick character, and to inveftigate 
the evidence, the tendency, and the val- 
ue of his fentiments, is now become a 
duty more incumbent than ever on the 
lovers of truth. 

The charges againft calvinifm 
particularly confidered are thefe ; 
namely ; that it is a@ rigorous, 
gloomy, horrible, and pernicious fyf- 
tem, the extravagance of errour, and 
a mifchievous compound of impiety 
and idolatry. 


Every man, (fays our author in reply) 
who is at allin the habit of attending to 
controverted queftions, muft have notic- 
ed the facility and promptitude of urg- 
ing plaufible objections, in comparifon 
w'th the fedate impartiality, the ferious 
candour, and the patient labour, which 

“are neceifary for the inveftigation and 
eftablifhment of many capital truths. 


He applies the remark to Mr. 
Belfham’s picture of calvinifm. 

I make no charge of intentional mif- 
reprefentation. I doubt not the corref- 
pondence of your language with your 
own conceptions. But I maintain that 
the caricature which you have fketched 
is not calvinifm. 

After a few obfervations on 
the fpecifick part of the charge, he 
fays 3 

You, my dear fir, have given us your 
defcription of calvinifm. But I never 
yet heard of the calvinift, who wou'd 
adopt your ftatement as his own creed. 
Glorying in the doctrines of calvinifm, 
though fubmitting to the appellation 
only as a matter of ufage, { entreat your 
attention to what we ourfelves, who are 
likelyto be the beft acquainted with our 
own fentiments, efteem to be true, 
fcriptural, and important, a doctrine ac- 
cording to godlinefs. 

Such a fketch he gives in his 
fecond letter. In this be enters 
upon no proofs. His objeét is to 
ftate a fet of principles. ‘The con- 
cife and well arranged ftatement 
here made would fuffer by the 
quotation of any part. The 
whole does honour to the author’s 
underftanding and heart, and to 
the God of truth, and deferves 
the moft ferious perufal. After 
completing his ftatement of cal- 
viniltick principles, he thus con- 
cludes the letter ; 

Thefe, fir, are the principles, which 
pre | and your late learned friend 

ave reprobated as rigorous and gloomy, 
and full of borrours, a meffage of wrath and 
injuftice, of terrour and defpair, the extrava- 
gance of errour, and a mifchievous compound 
of impiety and idolatry. 1 need not fay 
that, to myfelf, thefe principles appear 
the voice of God, and the perfection of 
reafon, harmony, and meral beauty. 
But whether, even on your own princi- 
ples, your defcription is not extrava« 
gantly overftepping the bounds of rea- 
fon and juftice, I appeal, my dear fir, to 
yourfelf; I appeal to every candid 


reader. And from a conviction which, I 
hope! can truly fay, is not the refult of 
educational prejudice, of dithoneft ti- 
midity, or of indolent indifference, I ens 
ter 2 folemn proteft again every 
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particle of your accufations; and, a- 
gainft the whole of your condemnatory 
charges, I appeal to the RIGHTEOUS 


AND ETERNAL JUDGE. 

In letter III. he takes a nearer 
view of the fubject, and invites 
thorough examination. Of cal- 
vinifm, he fays ; 

As for the fact of its truth or falfe- 
hood ; that is the whole queftion at if- 
fue between us, and neither afperfions 
nor eulogiums will ftand for evidence. 
As an advocate for calvinifm, I invite, 
I intreat examination. Letit be ftrict; 
let it be rigid ; only let it be in the true 
“fpirit of liberal and judicious criti- 
cifm,” and, which is of {till more radi- 
cal importance, in the fpirit of purity 
and uprightnefs, a {pirit influenced by 
the love of God and holineis, a {pirit of 
humility, and a {pirit of prayer. From 
fuch an examination we have nothing 
to fear. 

He elucidates the Rri& purity 
of the calvinittick fyftem in com- 
parifon with the unholy and delu- 
five tendency of the oppofite 
{cheme. He is not afhamed of 
acknowledging, that his fyftem 
{peaks no peace to the wicked, and 
fofters no hopes of falvation, ex- 
cept fuch as are connected with the 
prefent influence of habitual and 
univerfal holinefs. This he ef 
teems no {mall part of its purity 
and glory. 

Speaking of that fictitious be- 
nevolence, to which focinianifm 
facrifices the holinefs, truth, and 
goodnefs of Deity, he has this pa- 
thetick reference to Dr. Prieftley’s 
expiring moments. 

It grieves me to the heart to reflect 
that jucha man as Dr. Prieftley,a man, 
whofe {plendid talents and rare endow- 
ments formed a groynd of accountable- 
nefs beyond expreflion awful, in the 


folemn approaches ef death, fhould 


— fhelter in this miferable refuge of 
ies. 


In letter IV. he examines three 
charges againtt calvinifm ; impie- 
ty, idolatry, and mifchievous tendene 
cy. Some parts of this examina- 
tion are excellent. 





In letter V. he further vindi- 
cates calvinifmfrom mifreprefen- 
tation. In the courfe of the letter 
he notices Dr. Prieftley’s fhocking 
cenfure of St. Paul’s writings. 

In the three laft letters, the con- 
troverfy is treated chiefly on the 
ground of ecclefiaftical hiftory. 
In thefe letters he ably expofes the 
unfairnefs of Dr. Priefiley’s rea- 
foning, and brings into view a 
number of capital miftakes in his 
publications. We felect the fol- 
lowing as a ftriking example. 

The doctor has selected Chryfoftom 
as the father whofe evidence is moft am- 
ple in fupport of the opinion, that (the 
apoftle) John firft taught the divinity of 
Chriit. “ Chryfoftom,” fays Dr. Prieft- 
ley, “reprefents all the preceding writers 
of the New Teflament, as children; who 
heard, but did not underftand things, 
and who were bufy about cheefe-cakes 
and childifh {ports ; but John,” he fays, 
“taught what the angels themfelves did 
not know before he declared it.” At 
the bottom of the page, Dr. Prieftley 
faithfully tranfcribes the Greek of this 
paflage; and no one can fay, that his* 
tranflation is materially unfair, fo far as 
it goes. ‘The fentence is exactly thus : 
“ All the reft, like little children, hear 
indeed, yet do not underftand what 
they hear, but are captivated with 
cakes and childifh fports.” The omif- 
fion of the claufe “ all the reft,” (one 
aro wavric) does not appear of much 
confequence. ‘The infertion of it would 
only have kd the reader to inquire for 
the antecedent ; and Dr. Prieftiey has 
provided a ready anfwer: “ All the pre- 
ceding writers of the New Teftament.” 
Do me the favour, my dear fir, to take 
down the volume of Chryfoftom, and 
turn to the pafiage. Will you find the 
antecedent to this relative claufe to be 
any “ writers of the New Teftament,” or 
any perfon at all connected with the 
New Teltament ? No, fir, you will find it 
to be, the effeminate and diffipated Jpeéiators 
of athletick games, ‘and the auditors of muji- 
cians and oratorical fopbhifts.” 


Though our author candidly 
acquits Dr. Prieftley of * inten- 
tional mifreprefentation,”” yet he 
thinks himfelf warranted to fay, 
“ that implicit reliance connot be [afe- 
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hy placedon Dr. Priefiley’s reprefen- 
tations, even in cafes of the plain- 
ef? fact.” 

To determine whether this fe- 
vere conclufion be well founded, 
let the candid inquirer carefully 
attend not only to thefe letters, 
but to all which has lately been 
written on the fubject 5 particu- 
larly, to Prieftley’s hiitory of early 
epinions, and his letters to Dr. 
Horfeley,togetherwith Dr. Horfe- 
ley’s tracts and difquifitions, and 
the 2d volume of Jamiefon’s ex- 
cellent vindication. 

The author concludes his letters 
by faying, “If I have advanced 
what is untrue, my ignorance or 
my wickednefs can eafily be detect- 
ed;” and by the following val- 
uable quotation from Dr. Prieft- 
ley’s letters to Dr. Horfeley ; 

« Above all, let TRUTH be our great 
ebject. Our readers will eafily perceive 
whether it be fo or not: we fhall foon- 
er deceive ourfelves, than them. And 
leaft of all can we impofe upon that 
great Being, who is the God of truth, 
who fecretly guides all our purfuits, and 
whofe excellent purpofes will be an- 
fwered by them, with whatever views 
Wwe may engage in them.” 

Keives Qseos To sAAove Evrip, 
The Principles of Eloquence, contain- 

ing Hints to Public Speakers, by 

T. Knox. Alfo, Ferningham’s 

Effay on the Eloquence of the Pul- 

pit in England, printed for B. 

and F. Homans, No. 50, Marl- 

borough ftreet, Bofton, 1805. 

David Carlifle, printer, Cam- 

bridge ftreet. 

In the firft part, or principles of 
eloquence, are the following par- 
ticulars worthy the attention of 
public fpeakers. 

OF SPEAKING. 

How to make yourfelf heard 
without any difficulty ; how to 
ftrengthen the voice. Faultering ; 
how to get rid of it. Of bellow- 


ing, or fpeaking too loud ; to be 
avoided. Mumbling, or {peaking 
too much to yourfelf; to be cor. 
rected. The voice to be made 
foft, and agreeable to the ear. 
Never {pit or hem while fpeaking. 
Of varying the voice. How to 
cure yourfelf of amonotonoustone. 
Rules for varying the voice. Toe 
great a volubility to be avoided. 
Speaking too flow. To vary the 
voice according to the fubject—ac- 
cording to the paffions. Efteem 
or admiration, howto exprefs them, 
Contempt, how to exprefs it by the 
voice. A grievance complained 
of, how to beexpreffled. Exordi- 
um, Narration, Confutation, and 
Peroration, what tone to be ufed. 


FIGURES OF RHETORICK. 
What tone to be ufed in fpeak- 
ing fome of them, Exclamation, 
Swearing, Profopopeia, Apoftro- 
phe, Epimone, Parrhefiz, Climax, 
Antithefis. Breath, how to man- 
age it ; long breath neceflary ; how 
to acquire it. Claufes of a period ; 
how to manage them. Short pe- 
riods ; paufes after them different 
from thofe after long ones. Sub- 
fequent period lower, than the 
clofe of the preceding one. Period 
that requires great force of voice. 
How to manage the fentences im- 
mediately preceding. Pronuncia- 
tion. ‘lo keep your voice up te 
the end of a fentence. | 
ACTION. 


Hints refpecting action to thofe, 
who wifh to fpeak gracefully in 
publick. How to ufe the hands in 
action. Ufe no action at the be- 
ginning of your fpeech. Never 
clap your hands. Adéction moftly 
with the right hand : inftances 
where the left alone may be ufed. 
To place the right hand on the 
breaft : if left handed how to 
manage. Adtion from the left to 
the right. When action advifa- 
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ble, to begin it when you begin to 
fpeak. Motion of your hands to 
fuit the thing fpoken of. Adtion 
mutt fuit the figures ufed. The 
hands feldom or never higher than 
the eyes. Your arms not to be 
{tretched out fideways from your 
body ; .but a certain diftance. 
Raife your hand in {wearing, ex- 
clamation, &c. Not to ufe too 
much action. Some actions not 
to be attempted by the hands. 
When you talk for another perfon, 
what a@ionto ufe. Perfon; how 
it ought to be managed. The 
head ; the face ; the eyes, how to 
regulate their motion. How to 
draw tears from your own, as well 
as your auditor’s eyes. Of lift- 
ing up youreyes, or calting them 
down. How to manage the eye- 
brows, mouth, lips, fhoulders. 

Thefe ruies are jult, and writ- 
ten in a per{picuous and laconick 
ftyle. A fingle example may be 
fufficient. 


Period that requires great force of 
voice. How to manage the fentences 
immediately preceding.” “ When you 
have a period to pronounce, that re- 
quires a great elevation of the tone : you 
mult moderate and manage your voice with 
careupon thofe periods,that juf? precede it; 
left by employing the whole force of it 
upon ¢hofe, you exhauft yourfelf, and ex- 
prefs this languidly, which requires more 
vigor and vebemence. 


Ain Effay on the Eloquence of the 
Pulpit in England. 

This Effay, written in England, 
and adapted to the ftate of pulpit 
oratory in that kingdom, may per- 
haps lofe fome degree of its perti- 
nency and force, when read in this 
country ; but fo fimilar are the de- 
fects of chriltian eloquence in the 
two countries ; fo juit are the opin- 
ions in the eilay, and fo perfualive- 
ly are they exprefled, as to render 
it valuable to every clergyman in 
New England. No man we truft 
¢an read the firft fentences without 
being ftrongly impreffed. 


If terror and pity are the throbbing 
pulfes of chriftian oratory, as well as of 
the drama, the powers of the former 
are certainly in this country fecble, and 
unimpreflive. The form of facred elo- 
quence appears fickly and inactive; the 
pulfe at her heart beats languidly, no 
expreffion flafhes from her eye, and 
her pale lip attefts, that no Seraph 
has touched it with the live coal from 
the altar. 


Sentences as juft as they are el- 
oquent. The author’s idea of 
molt modern fermons, may be 
collected from the following quo- 
tations. 


Many fplendid exceptions may be 
adduced, but I fhould advife (the young- 
er clergy) not to adhere to the prefeut 
mode of preaching. 

It is faid that when Shakefpeare was 
born nature deftroyed the mould in 
which his great mind was formed. 
I cannot help withing that fome fuperi- 
or genius would break the general 
mould in which religious difcourfes are 
caft. 

Nothing would fooner raife the de- 
preiled genius of religion, than the re- 
covery of our preachers from that rea/- 
oning malady, which has fo generaily in- 
fected them. 

[am perfuaded that chopping logick 
in the pulpit is not the thing, but that 
imagination and warmth of expreflion 
are in their place there, as much as on 
the ftage, moderated, however, and 
chaftifed by the purity and gravity of 


religion. 

The effects produced by the el- 
oquence of Gregory, Nizianzen 
and others are mentioned ; and 
feveral methods are fuggelt- 
ed to give variety, and intereit, 
and effect to a gofpel fermon; as 
an appropriate text, the introduc- 
tion of a ftriking anecdote, {eiz- 
ing fome local circumftance, an 
abrupt diverfion of the difcourte 
to another object, clear, concife, 
and forcible reafoning, addretied 
to the heart, and initances of foru- 
tude, not ftamped with the image 
of religion, to mark its {purious 
features. 

The author withes for one re- 
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form, which we fear will by too 
many be thought an improper in- 
novation. When the text is long, 
and adapted to roufe the imagin- 
ation he would omit “the utual 
form’ of naming the chapter and 
verfe. He likewife difapproves 
long introductions, and quotes 
Mr. Gilpin. 

Though a fort opening of a text 
may often be neceflary, there feems no 
occafion for a long preface. Whatever 
appertains immediately to the difcourfe 
had, perhaps be better introduced into 
the body of the fubject. 

An Italian monk cured of  in- 
flated language,” is mentioned in 
a humorous manner. 

He began his difcourfe in a moft ex- 
alted ftrain. Having congratulated the 
temple on the honour of being immedi- 
ately under the patronage of fo great a 
faint, he proceeded with faying, he 
knew not where to point out the refi- 
dence of a faint of fuch enlarged and 
complicated merit! Shall I introduce 
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him into’ the fociety of the apoftles? 
Shall I affociate him with the army of 
the martyrs ? Shall I affign to him a feat 
among the confeflors ? Where, where 
fhall 1 place our tutelary faint ? 

As he pronounced thefe words a man 
fuddenly cried out, “ Rev. Father, as 
you appear to be at a lols how to dif- 
pofe of your faint, you may place him, 
if you pleafe, in my feat, for] am go- 
ing away.” “ ‘This indecorous repri- 
mand was of more fervice to the de- 
clamatory panegyrift, than the perufal 
of Quintilian’s inftitutes. 

The ftyle of this eflay is not 
without fome faults ; but is 
fprightly and entertaining. The 
lovers of orthodoxy with it 
more diftinguifhing ; but it ar- 
dently recommends warm and 
pathetick preaching, which is a 
valuable part of the Pulpit Ora 
tor. The volume we doubt not 
will be ufeful to all publick 
{peakers, whofe habits are not 
unconquerably fixed. 
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ERITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At anumerous and refpectable meet- 
ing, held at the London Tavern, March 
7, 1804, Granville Sharp, Efg. in the 
chair ; a fociety was formed for the fole 
and exclufive purpofe of promoting the 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures in the prine 
eipal living languages. The fo lowing 1s 
an outline of the plan of the fociety. 

“1. A fociety fhall be formed, with 
this defignation: THE BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY ; of which 
the fole object fhall be to encourage a 
wider difperfion of the Holy Scriptures. 

“2. This fociety fhall add its endeav- 
eurs to thofe employed by other focie- 
ties for circulating the {criptures through 
the Britith dominions ; and fhall alfo, 
according to its ability, extend its influ- 
ence to other countries, whether chrif- 
tian, mohammedan, or pagan. 

“ 3. Each fubfcriber of one guinea 
annually, fhall be a member. 

“ 4. Each fubfcriber of twenty pounds, 
at one time, fhall be‘’amember for life. A 
fubfcriber of five guineas per annum, 
fall be a governor ; and a fubferiber 


of fifty pounds, or upwards, at one time, 
fha!l be a governor for life. 

« * * Governors fhall be entitled to 
attend, and vote at all the meetings of 
the committee. 

“ 5, An executor, paying a bequeft of 
fifty pounds, fhall be a member for life; 
or of one hundred pounds, or more, a 
governor for life. 

“6. Each member fhall be entitled, 
under the direction of the committee, 
to purchafe bibles and teftaments for the 
purpofe of gratuitous diftribution at the 
fociety’s prices, which fhall be as low as 
poflible ; but no Englith bibles or tefta- 
ments fhall be given away in Great Bri- 
tain by the fociety itfelf.” 


We have great pleafure in introduc- 
ing this fociety to the knowledge of our 
readers. And we think it muft prove 
highly confolatory to every reflecting 
mind to perceive, that while the ene- 
mies of Great Britain are menacing her 
with deftruction, fuch varied and ftren- 
uous exertions are making by ma- 


ny of her inhabitants to diffufe over the 
earth the pure lighf of chriftian truth. 
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Ia the object propofed by this fociety, 
every fincere chriftian of every name, 
may cordially and coufiftently unite. A 
liberal fubfcription has already begun, 
which amounted in a few days to about 
one thoufand pounds. 


It gives us much pleafure, fay the ed- 
itors of the Chriffian Obferver, (Jan. 1805) 
toftate, that a gentleman well known in 
the republick of letters, and who has 
effentially ferved the caufe of religion 
by his writings, has prefented, to The 
Britifo and foreign Bible Society, a very val- 
uable collection of the Holy Scriptures 
in foreign languages, which he has been 
employed for many years in forming. 
We truft that his example will ftimulate 
other gentlemen who may be pofleffed 
of copies of the bible in foreign lan- 
guages to make fimilar difpofitions ; a 
circumftance, which would tend great- 
ly to facilitate the benevolent defigns of 
this important inftitution. 


At a fubfequent general meeting, 
held at the London Tavern, May 2d, 
1804, a report uf the comimittee was 
read, purporting that they had been oc- 
cupied in opening communications with 
various perfons of influence in dif- 
ferent parts of the United Kingdom and 
of the Continent, for the purpofe of ob- 
taining important intelligence, of aug- 
menting the funds of the fociety, and 
otherwife promoting its interefts. A 
plan of the fociety was then unanimouf- 
lv adopted. The chief refolutions, dif- 
fering from thofe given above, were the 
following : 


“ The committee fhall confift of thir- 
ty fix laymen ; of whom twenty four 
who fhall have moft frequently attend- 
ed, fhall be eligible for reelection for the 
enfuing year. Six of the committee 
fhall be foreigners refident in London 
or its vicinity ; half the remainder fhall 
be members of the church of England; 
and the other half members of other de- 
nominations of chriftians. 

“ Every clergyman and diffenting 
minifter who is a member of the fociety, 
fhall be entitled to attend and vote at 
all meetings of the committee. 

“ The treafurer and fecretaries for 
the time being, fhall be confidered as 
members of the committee. 

“ No perion deriving any emolument 
or profit from the fociety, thall be en- 
titled to fit or vote in the committée 

** The committee fhall conduct the 
bufinefs of the fociety ; appoint all offi- 
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cers except the treafurer; have power 
to call fpecial general meetings ; and 
fhall be charged with procuring for the 
fociety fuitable patronage, both Britifh 
and foreign. (Signed) | 

_ .,  G. SHARP, Chairman.” 

Prefident, Right Hon. John Lord 
Teignmouth. , | 

Treafurer, Henry Thornton Efq. 
M. P. — 

Secretaries, Rev. John Owen, M. A. 
Rev. Jofeph Hughes, M.A. Rev. Charles 
Frederick Steinkoffpt, M.A. 

. Affiftant Secretaries, Mr. Jofeph Tarn, 
Mr. Thomas Smith. 


A committee of 36 refpectable gen- 
tlemen were appointed to affift in man- 
aging the affairs of the fociety, among 
whom we obferve the name of Wm. 
Wiperrorce, M. P. 


Extra& of a letter from a Cleygyman in Ire- 
land. | 

“I am forry to mention that there is 
no partofthe United Kingdom in greater 
waut of bibles, than the fouthern part of 
Ircland. Not more than one third of the 
proteftant families have bibles ; and the 
papitt families, which ate at leaft eightto 
one, have fearce a bible among them, 
perhaps not one in 500 families ; and no 
exertions making to diftribute them, ex- 
cept by a few clergymen, who do not 
go beyond their own parifhes.” 


SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS TO AFRICA AND 
THE EAST. 


Turs fociety was inftituted in the 
year 1800, by members of the eftablifh- 
ed church, and is conducted in {trict 
conformity to her doctrines and difci- 
pline. It was inftituted not with the 
defign of interfering with other focie- 
ties, embarked in the fame caufe, but of 
cooperating with them. While, there- 
fore, the society for promoting chriflian 
knowledge has confined its miflionary 
eXertions to a part of the eaftern do- 
minions, where they now employ feve- 
ral excellent Lutheran minifters ; and 
while the fociety for the propagation of the 
gofpel in foreign parts has extended its 
labours chiefly to the Britifh plantations 
in North America, it appeared, that 
there was abundant room for the pref- 
ent inftitution, the precife object of 
which is expreffed in the title. 

No Englith clergymen having engag- 
ed themfelves to the fociety as mifliona- 
ries, the committee opened a correfpon- 
dence with the continent, where they 
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procuted two young men, who, after a 
courfe of previous training, having re- 
ceived ordinationintheLutheraa church 
were accepted as mifhonaries by the fo- 
ciety. Their names are Melchtor Ben- 
nier, a German, and Peter Hartwig, a 
Prufhan. 

Thefe miffionaries refided feme time 
iu England, with a view of pe:feting 
themfelves in the Englith language ; and 
acquiring alfo, by means of fome Afri- 
ean youths, educating in England, the 
rudiments of the Soetoo language, which 
is fpoken over a confiderable portion 
of the continent of Africa; and in 
which, by. the exertions of the Rev. Mr. 
Brunton, the fociety has already been 
enabled to print fome u'eful tracts. 
This lah mentioned circumftance, to- 
gether with the vicinity of the Soofvo 
country to Sierra Leone, determined 
the fociety to appoint the ftation of 
thefe miffonaries among the Soo‘oos : 
in April, : 804, after a fuitable addrefs 
had been delivered to them, they em- 
barked on board a veffel for Sierra Le- 
ene, one of them, (Mr. Hartwig) having 
previoufly married with the confent of 
the fociety. 

The fociety has likewife under its 
protection, four other ftudents, who are 
fupported and c«ducated at the expenfe 
of the fociety, in the miffionary ftmina- 
ry at Berlin, wheie they are now attend- 
ing to the ftudy of the Englifh, Arabick, 
and Soofvo languages, and to fuch other 
objects as may qualify them for con- 
ducting miflions. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

In the report of the Londou Miflion- 
ary Society, for, 1803, we find the fol- 
lowing interefting article of intelligence, 
which wil probably be new to fome of 
our readers, and which is worthy to be 
recorded in this pub ica:ion. 

During the two patt years the fuciety 
has manifefted the commendable detire 
of endeavou: ing to build, on the ruins 
of the papacy in France, the divine ed- 
itice of pure chriftianity; and as the 
moft powerful mean for that purpofe, 
within their reach, was the circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, they de*ermined 
to coniecrate a part of their funds to 
this objet. Re‘lecting alfo on the aw- 
ful effects of infidelity, they judged it 
mught be of great ufe to connect with 
the {criptures a vindication of their di- 
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vine authority. This important fervice 
has been achieved in the moft fatif- 
factory manner, by one of their highly 
refpected members. 

‘the treaty of peace between the twe 
countries having renewed the means of 
perfonal intercourfe, it was concluded, 
that a deputation to Franee was of great 
lnportance, not only in determining on 
the beft mode of printing and circulat- 
ing the New Teftament andthe ef- 
fay, but alfuin procuring fuch informa- 
tiun on the ftate of rel'gion in that coun- 
try, as would enable the fociety to form 
a judgment on the beft means of pro- 
moting the interefts of true religion 
there. The refult of this vifit is gener- 
ally known, and has produced a hope 
that the proteftant caufe may foon rife 
from its ruins. ‘The directors have 
now the p'eafure to announce, that the 
New ‘ eftament, the eflay, the affem- 
bly’s catechifm, and fome tracts, are 
printed, and now in circulation in 
France, and wll fhortly be fo inItaly 
The necedlity of publifhing the f{crip- 
tures in thofe cou.:tries is proved, from 
the great difficulty which the deputa- 
tion found ia procuring a fingle copy of 
them at Paris ; and they are informed. 
that this is equally the cafe in Italy. 

The deputation having fully afcer- 
tained that an energetickand evangelical 
miniftry would be likely to be well at- 
tended and well fupported in France, 
they conceived that the eftablifhment 
of a proteftant church at Paris would 
be productive of the moft beneficial ef- 
fects. The Rev. Mr. Tracy, who was 
then there, was requefted to continue 
on the fpot, to fuperimtend the publica- 
tions, and to make inquiries, re{pecting 
a fuitable church. Information has 
been obtained, which proves the almoft 
unlimited extent in_ which the f{crip- 
tures and proteftant writings may be 
circulated. At Befencon, in the fouth, 
and at Arras, in the north, where till 
lately, no proteftants were to be found, 
applications for proteftant minifters and 
churches have been made, and figned 
by 12,000 perfons at the former place, 
and nearly as many at the latter; 
and although many churches have al- 
ready been given to the proteftants, 
goo congregations are ftill deititute, 
both of churches and paftors. Even im. 
Pelgium, the fame difpofition appeass. 
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GERMANY. 


Tue collection of bibles in the libra- 
ry of the Elector of Wurtemberg, a- 
mounted in 1804, to more than 4000 
different editions, among which are the 
following, viz. 

8 of modern Greek 
28 Arabick 
13 Ethiopick 
7 Perfian 
6 Turkith 
x Coptick 
5 Armenian ~ 
13 Tamulick 
6 Hindooltanee 
14 Malay 
1 Cingalefe 
35 Upper German (Julza Ger- 
manica) 
18 Portuguefe 
15 Spamih 
43 Ita.ian 
290 French 
1 Rheetian 
115 Saxon 
215 Eng ith 
274 Dutch 
116 Danith 
14 Icelandick 
3 Greenlandick 
2 Creole 
1 Fanteick (or Acraick) 
45 Swedith 
6 Finnifh 
3 Lapponick 
8 Ruflian 
3 Croatian 
21 Bohemian 
10 Wendifh 
20 Polith 
6 Lithuanian 
y Lettonian 
4 Efthonian 
7 Hungarian 
5 Welth 
1 Irith 
1 Cantabrian (or Bafc) 
2 North American Indian. 


Sincé the purchafe of this library, 
the collection of bibles has Leen confid- 
erably augmented ; not however with 
new tranflations in modern languages, 
but only with fearce ediiions in well 
known weftern languages, or in the o- 
‘iginal text. The number above fated 





do not all contain an edition of 4 whole 
bible ; for inftance, that of the modern 
Greek, contains only the new tefta- 
ment. 

The tranflation into the Croatian 
language was printed, partly in the uni- 
verfity of Tubingen, partly in the town 
of Urach, both of which are in the 
duchy of Wurtemberg ; peculiar types 
were caft there for this purpofle. The 
imperial general Tilly, feized thefe 


types, (during the religious war between. 


the papifts and proteflants, called the 
329 years war,) and made a prefent 
of them to Rome ; where they came in- 
to the poffeffion of the Prepagunda. 
From thence they were taken, during 
the French Revolution, and carried to 
Paris, where they are now depofited. 
Eclectic Rev. 
PORTUGAL. 

Tue number of volumes in the Royal 
Library, is faid to amount to 70,CcO. 

Our readers may form an idea of 
practical books in theology, lately pub- 
lifhed in Portugal, from the titles of a 
few which follow. A diadem of five 
Stars, or religious exercifes for five daps : 
The Myftical Mount of Lebanon: The af= 
Siftance of the Faithful, at the cries of the 
holy Souls, (N.B. in purgatory.) Nov.ne 
Myflica, or a treatife on the afcenfion io 
heaven of God's moft immaculate moter ; 
extradked from ibe Revelations of -t. Brite 
and other important works; The inftrudi- 
ed Virgin, or ive prayers of young Ladies 
to thir Guardian Angels : Special prayers 
to boly Barbara ; The Protefiant fummcncd 
before the tribunal of God, Fe. Se. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tse moft important and extenfive 
work in theology, which now engages 
the Britifh prefs, is the edition of the 
feptuagint tranflation of the bible, con- 
ducted by Dr. Holmes. This laborious 
undertaking has been many years in 
preparation, and is indeed a natural 
confequenceof the Hebrew collations of 
Dr. Kennicott, who like Origen, well 
deferved the title of Adamantius. ln 
the progréfs of his edition, Dr. Holmes 
has collated, and caufed to be collated 
a great number of MSS. of various ages 
and authorities; and the refule of the 
whole is fubmitted to the publick wita 
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as much {peed as is confiftent with cor- 
rectnefs and integrity. ~Biblical fchol- 
ars may expe& much affiftance from 
this, and other works of a like nature; 
and it is truly honourable to the Britith 
nation, tha, a portion of its wealth is 
directed into a channel, fo laudable, and 
fo beneficial. We commend alfo the 
care taken ‘of the MS copy of this e- 
dition, which, after it has anfwered its 
purpofes at the prefs, is carefully lodg- 
ed in the Bodleian library, and referved 
for future infpeGtion, whenever circum- 
ftances may require it. A complete 
volume containing the pentateuch, is 
publifhed, and a fécond is advancing 
with fteady perfeverance. 

The late improvements, which have 
been made, in the invention of Stereo- 
type, have rendered that mode of 
printing of fufficient confequence to en- 
gage the attention of the delegates of the 
prefs, at the univerfity of Cambridge. 

The fame occurrence has furnifhed 
an opportunity to that highly honoura- 
ble inftitution, The Bible Society, to ex- 
tend its benevolence to diftant regions ; 
and they, no lefs than this country, may 
eventually rejoice, in the pious exertions 
ofthe prefent age. We believe this fo- 
ciety has various foreign editions in 
contemplation; nor is even China for- 
gotten. 

The Rev. J. Pratt is publifhing the 
whole of Bp. Hall’s works, with his life, 
in ten vols. 8vo. 


NEWSPAPERS. 

Own an average, not lefs than 30,000 
newipapers per day, or 80,000 weekly, 
are printed and publifhed in’ London. 
For thefe the public pay about 7>50l. 
fterling per day, and for advertilements 
about 2000). fterling. Thus newfpaper 
intelligence alone cofts the united king- 
dom about 800,000l. fterling annually. 
The tax levied upon this favourite arti- 
cle of luxury, fwallows up one half of 
the net amount here ftated; and the 
remaining 400,00cl. is paid for the lite- 
rary information of the newfpapers. 

A new and valuable work has lately 
oppeared, defcriptive ef the prefent 
ftateof the Britith metropolis, under the 
title of Modern Lend. ‘This work is 
riluflrated with fo great a number of 
copperplates exqutfirely drawn and en- 
graved. that it becomes a fac fimile of 
the metropolis, and conveys to every 
part ofthe world the moft correct ideas 
of all thofe fcenes which appertain in a 


peculiar manner to the moft popular 
and wealthy city in the world. In a 
word, this fplendid and curious work 
may be faid to tranfport London out of 
itfelf, and to convey to a diftance, as 
correct and complete ideas of the Brit- 
ifh metropolis as could be obtained b 

an actual vifit. Englifo Paper. 


A new edition of the travels of Mr. 
Bruce into Abyflinia, with great addi- 
tions is now publithing in London, con- 
taining many papers which it was fup- 
pofed Mr. Bruce had deftroyed. We 
expect to find in it, among others the 
complete feries of obfervations made by 
that celebrated traveller in Syria, and 
the Holy Land. They refer as well to 
natural hiftory, as to topography, and 
we hope they will contribute greatly to 
explain various paflages of Scripture, 
which are beft underftood in the coun- 
tty to which they refer. We learn 
that the plates amount to about 70; 
but whether there be a correct map of 
Paleftine among them, we have not 
heard. It is very ftrange that this in- 
terefting country fhould hitherto want 
amap, whofe authenticity may be de- 
pended on. 

Lately publifhed ; an Effay on the 
Spirit and Influence of the Reformation 
of Luther; from the French of C. Vil- 
lars; with copious notes by the tranfla- 
tor. Thisis the’ performance which 
gained the prize, on the queftion pro- 
pofed by the National inftitute of 
France. 

« What has been the influence of the 
reformationof Lutheronthe political fit- 
uation of the different ftates of Europe, 
and on the progrefs of knowledge ?” 
1 vol. 8vo. 

Some valuable manufcripts of Arch- 
bifhop Leighton have been lately dif- 
covered, pagticularly a commentary up- 
on the Adté ofthe Apoftles. It is in 
contemplation to publifh in Scotland a 


-new, uniform and complete edition of 


the works of that bright ornament of re- 
ligion and of the chriftian priefthood. 


RUSSIA. 

A Geographical Dictionary of the 
Ruffian Empire, begun at Mofcow, is 
proceeding. Defcriptions and maps of 
the various climates and provinces of 
this vaft empire, cannot fail of being 
extremely interefting, not to the geog- 
rapher only, but alfo to the philolo- 
pher and the ftatefman. 
































1805.] 


The _progrefs that has already been 
made inthe eftablifhment of femina- 
ries for education throughout Ruflia, in 
the few years of the prefent Emperor’s 
reign, may be judged of by the laft re- 
port to the minifter of publick inftruc- 
tion. From this it appears that the 
{chools amount to four hundred and 
ninety four, the teachers ir thefe to one 
thoufand four hundred and twenty five, 
and the pupils to thirty three thoufand 
four hundred and eighty four. ‘The 
maintenance of thefe feminaries cofts 
annually about 1,727,732 rubles, or 
215,966l. fterling. ‘Thefe feminaries 
are exclufive of various civil and milita- 
ry academies, as wejl as a'l feminaries 
for the education of all females. <A va- 
riety of inftitutions of a fimilar fort are 
at prefent eftablifhing in the various 
provinces. 

The fums difburfed in the year 1804, 
from the royal treafury of Ruflia, for 
the fupport of places of publick in- 
ftruction amounted to 268,6sol. befide 
8,363L fterling, given by government 
to eftablith an univerfity at Charkow. 
Private individuals emulate the gov- 
ernment in their benefactions for the 
promotion of publick inftruction. Coun- 
fellur Sudienkow has given 40,c0o 
rubles for the erection of fchools in 
Little Ruffia. The nobility of Podalia 
have contributed 65,000 rubles to found 
a military fchool in that province. A 
number of fimiliar donations for the 
fame purpofe have been made in vari- 
ous parts of the empire. 
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ORDINATIONS. 
In New York, on Friday, Aug. 2d. 
the Rev. Asa Eaton, of Chrift’s Church 
Bofton, was ordained prieft, by the Rt. 
Rev. Benjamin Moore, Bifhop of that 
State. 

At Gloucefter, on Wednefday, Aug. 
sth, the Rev. Perez Linco in, to the 
paftoral charge of the firft parith in that 
town. ‘The performances were aflign- 
ed to the following gentlemen, viz. the 
introductory Prayer by the Rev. Jacob 
Flint, of Cohaffet ; the Sermon by the 
Rev. Peter Whitney, of Quincy. Text 
Rev. 11.10. “ Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
The Confecrating Prayer by the Rev. 
John Allyne of Duxbury: the Charge 
by the Rev. Dr. Cuter, of Hamilton ; 
the Right Hand of Fel owfhip by the 
Rev. Abie! Abbot, of Bever'y; and the 
conc'uding Prayer, by the Rev. N. B. 
Whitney, of Hingham. 

The folowing was the order of per- 
formances at the ordination of the 
Rev. SamueL Waker, at Danvers, 
Aug. 14. Introductory Prayer, by 
Rev. Dr. Morfe, of Char’ “own; Ser- 
mon from Jer. xxiil. 28. The prophct that 
hath a dream, let Lim tell a dream; and be 
that hath my word, let him [peak my word 
faithfully ; what is the chaff tothe wheat ? 
faith the Lord, by Rev. Mr. Spring, 
Newburyport; Ordaining Prayer by 
Rev. Dr. Cutler, Hami ton; Charge, by 
Rev. Mr. Hopkins, Salem; Fellowfhip 
of the Churches, by Rev. Mr. Wadi- 
worth, Danvers; Concluding Prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. Worcefter, Salem. 
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Sermons of John Baptift Mafiillon, 
znd Louis Bour jaloue, two celebrated 
French preacuers. Alfo a fpiritual par- 
aphrafe of fome of the pfalms, in the 
form of devout meditations and prayers. 
By J.B. Maffillon. Tranflated hy Rev. 
4,bel Flint, Paftor of a church in Hart- 
ford. Publithed by Lincoln and Glea- 
fon, Hartford, 1 vol. 8vo. 

A Defer ption of the Geneffee country 
in the State of New York, in which the 
lituation, dimenfions, civil divifions, 
foil, minerals, produce, lakes and rivers, 
curiofities, climate, navigation, trade and 
manufactures, population, and other in- 
terefting matters relative to that coun- 


try, are impartially defcribed. ‘To 
which is added an appendix, containing 
a defcription of the military lands. By 
Robert Munro. New York, 1805. 
Nature Difplayed in her mode of 
teaching language to man; or a new 
and infallible method of acquiring a 
language in the {fhorte(ft time poflible, 
deduced from the analyfis of the human 
mind, and confequently fuited to every 
capacity. Adapted to the French. By 


N. G. Dufief, of Philadelphia. Thomas 
L. Plowman, Philadelphia. 1804. 

An Oration, de'ivered at Byfield, Ju- 
ly 4,1805, before the firft regiment in 
the fecond brigade of the fecond divi- 
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fion of militid in the Commonwealth. 
By Elijah Parifh, A. M. Jothua Cufh- 
ing, Salem. 1805. 

An Oration, pronounced July 4, 1805, 
at the requeft of the federal republicans 


S -< 


[ August, 


of Charleftown; by Aaron Hall Put. 
nam. Charleftown. Etheridge. 

No. Il. of the Monthly Regifter, and 
Review of the United States. Charlef- 
town, S.C. C. M. Bounetheau. 
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At Sunderland, Eng Dr. Patty. 
‘This very refpectab'e piliar of the 
church, and ornament of ‘iterature, was 
archdeacon of Car 'ifle, fubdean of Lin- 
coin, and rector of Bifhop Wearmouth. 
His works on religion and moras are 
much admired for .earning, precifion, 
and elegance. 

In Scotland, Aug 1803, James Beart- 
tie, L. L. D. Profeffor of Mora: Phi of- 
ophy and Logick, Aberdeen. The fol- 
lowing fketch is abridged from Bower’s 
Life of Dr. Beattie. 

Dr. B. was born at Laurencekirk, 
county of Kincardine, in Scot'and, on 
the sth of November,1735. His father 
was a farmer, a man of good fenfe, and 
poffeiling a ta ent for poetry. He died 
when Mr. B. was on'y 7 years of age. 
Yet he found a re parent in an e- 
der brother, who paid the utmoft atten- 
tion to his education. He hada good 
{choolmafter in his native village, whom 
he eft in his fifteenth year to go to Ab- 
erdeen. He entered as a burfer in Mar- 
ifcha' co'lege : and after fpending the 
ufua| time of four years, took his degree 
of M.A. He then fpent five years at 
the vil age of Jordoun, near his native 
"tn: as ateacher ofa f{choo'’. He next 

ecame a teacher in the grammar fchool 
in Aberdeen for two years; and in the 
year 1760 was appointed profeflor of 
Marifchal co lege in that city. This 
fituation he enjoyed til! his death. In 
1761, his firft volume of poems appear- 


ed. In 1766,he married a lady who 
furvives him. By her he had two very 
amiab!e and promifing fons, whofe ear- 
ly deaths feemed to have haftened the 
fond parent to “the houfe appointed 
for all the living.” In the year 1770, 
he received his degree of 1. L.D. from 
King’s college, Aberdeen. In 1771, he 
vifited London, and formedan acquaint- 
ance with the moft eminent !iterary 
characters then in the metropo'is. In 
1773, he enjoyed the honour of pub ‘ick 
and private audiences with their majef- 
ties, and obtained a penfion from the 
king. Dr. B. ever after exprefled his 
admiration of the genera! know'edge, 
which their majefties difcovered ofevery 
topick upon which they converfed. And 
when Dr. B. was retiring and thanking 
the king for the honour conferred up- 
on him, he rep‘ied, “I think I could 
do no lefs for a man who has done fo 
much fervice to the nation in gene- 
ral, and to the caufe of truth. I fhall 
aiways be g'ad of an opportunity te 
fhew the good opinion I have of you.” 
The matter and the manner of this 
inftance of literary patronage were cer- 
tain!y alike creditab e tothe donor and 
the recipient. During the latter part of 
his life, Dr. B. withdrew frora Socie- 
ty, and funk gradual y into 2 ftate of 
jJanguor and infenfibiity tii Auguft 
1803, when he expired. 

At G'oucefter, Joun Gisaur, Colec- 
tor of that port, aged 38. 
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Ex'ract from a Poem on the LAST DAY, by 
MICHAEL BRUCE. Ovnitted in jis works. 


NOW, vain is greatness! as the morning clouds, 

That, rising, promis’d rain; condensed they 
stand ; 

Till, touch’d by winds, they vanish into air. 

The farmer mourns ; so mourns the hapicss 
w-etch, 

Who, cast by fortune from some envy’d height, 

Fmds nought within him to support his fall. 


High as |.i: hope had raised him, low he sinks 
Below his fate, in comfortless despair. 

Who wou'd not liugh at an attempt to build 

A lasting structure 01 the rapid strezm 

Of foaming Tygris ? the foundations lail 
Upon the giassy surface ; such the hopes 

Ot him whose views arc bounded by this world; 
Immur’d in his own labour’d work, he dreaws 
Himself secure ; when, ca a sudden, down, 
Tora from its sandy ground, tie fubrick falls 
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He starts, and waking, finds himself undone, 
Not so the man who on religion’s base 
His hope and virtue builds, Firm on the rock 
Of ages his foundation laid, remains 
Above the frowns of fortune or her smiles, 
In every varying state of life, the same. 
Nought fears he from the world, and nothing 
hopes. 
With unassuming courage, inward strength 
Endu’d; resign’d to Heaven, he leads a life 
Superior to the common herd of men, 
Whose joys,connected with the changeful flood 
Ff fickle fortune, ebb and fow with it. 
Nor is religion a chimera: Sure 
*Tis something real. Virtue cannot live, 
Divided from it. As a severed branch, 
it withers, pines and dies. Wholovesnot GOD, 
That made him, and preserv’d, nay more re- 
deem’d, 
Is dangerous. Can ever gratitade 
Bind him who spurns at these most sacred ties ? 
Say, can he, in the silent scenes of life © 
Be sociable? Can he be a friend ? 
At best, he mast but feign. The worst of brutes 
An atheist is ; for beasts acknowledge GOD. 
‘The lion, with the terrors of his mouth, 
Pays homage to his Maker; the grim wolf, 
At midnight, howling, seeks his meat from 
GOD. 
| 
THE PRAYER OF JACOB. 
A Hymn from LOGAN. 
O& GOD of Abraham! by whose hand 
Thy people still are fed ; 
Who, through this weary pilgrimage, 
Hast all our fathers led. 
Our vows, our prayers, we now present 
Before thy throne of grace ; 
GOD of our fathers, be the GOD 
Of their succeeding race. 
Through each perplexing path of life 
Oar wandering footsteps guide, 
Give us by day our daily bread, 
And raiment fit provide ! 
O spread thy covering wings around, 
Till all our wanderings cease ; 
And at our Father’s lov’d abode 
Our feet arrive in peace ! 
Now with the humble voice of prayer, 
Thy mercy we implore ; 
Then with the grateful voice of praise 
Thy goodness we'll adore. 
+ — —— __ 4 
THE COMPLAINT OF NATURE. 
Abridg’d from LOGAN. 
FEW are thy davs and fall of woe, 
O man of woman born ! 
‘Thy doom is written, dust thou art, 
And shalt to dust return. 
Alas ! the little day of life 
is shorter than a span ; 
Yet black with thousand hidden ills 
Vo miserable man. 


Gay is thy morning, flattering hope 
Thy sprightly step attends ; 
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But soon the tempest howls behind, 
And the dark night descends. 


Before its splendid hétr the cloud 
Comes o’er the beam of light ¢ 
A pilgrim in a weary land, 
Man tarrics but a night. 


Behold | sad emblem of thy state, 
The flowers that paint the field ; 

Or trees that crown the mountain’s brew, 
And boughs and blossoms yickd. 


When chill the blast of winter blows, 
Away the summer flies, 


The flowers resign their sunny robes, 
And ai] their beauty die. 


Nipt by the year the forest fades ; 
And shaking to the wind, 

The leaves toss to and fro, and streak 
The wilderness behind. 


The winter past, reviving flewers 
Anew shall paint the plaia, 

The woods shail hear the voice of spring, 
And flourish green again. 


But man departs this earthly scene, 
Ah! never to return ! 

Ne second spring shall e’er revive 
The ashes of the urn. 


Th’ inexorable doors of death, 
What hand can e’er unfoid ? 

Who from the cearments of the tomb 
Can raise the human mould? 


The days, the years, the ages, dark 
Descending down to night, 

Can never, never be redeem’d 

' Back to the gates of light —— 


So man departs the living scene, 
To night’s perpetual gloom ; 

The voice of morning ne’er shall break 
The slumbers of the tomb. 

Where are our fathers! whither gone 
The mighty men of old ? 

«« The patriarchs, prophets, princes, king® 
«« In sacred boaks enroll’d ? 

** Gone to the resting place of maa 
« The everlasting home, 

«< Where ages past have gone before, 
«* Where future ages come.”’ 


Thus nature pour’d the wail of woe, 
And urg’d her earnest cry ; 

Her voice in agony extreme 
Ascended to the sky. 

Th’ Almighty heard: Then from his threne 
In majesty He rose ; 

And from the Heaven, that open’d wide, 
His voice &m mercy flows. 

«* When mortal man resigns his breath, 
« And falls a clod of clay, 

«: The soul immortal wings its Aight, 
«« To never setting day.”’ 


« Prepar’d of old for wicked men 
<* The bed of torment lies; 

« The just shall enter into bliss 
« Immortal in the skies,” 
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Acknowledgments to Corresfiondents. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

RerL_ections on prayer, by 4safh, are received and approved, 
‘They shall appear in subsequent numbers. In these communications 
we recognise the hand of a respected friend, from whom we hope fre- 
quently to hear. 

We have received the remarks of Philalethes. One of his subjects 
woukl not be interesting at the present day. The other might an. 
swer a good purpose in the form of a pamphlet. 

Sketches of Professor Tappan, No. S. will appear the next month. 

Carestopihilus should be readily gratified with the insertion of his 
seusivle remarks, in the Panoplist, (though we cannot subscribe to the 
correctness of his theological sentiments,) could we be assured they 
would not lead on to discussions, incompatible with the design and use- 
fulness of this publication. 

Communications from PAi Beta, and from Petros shall receive due 
attention. 

The third Letter of Constans, came too late for this number. 
Our readers shall be gratified with it in our next. 

Zuinglius will accept our thanks for his serious and pertinent obser- 
vations, inserted in this number. 

Crito is requested to continue his biblical criticisms. 

The Anecdotes sent by Amicus were evidently collected with a very 
pious design, and may, in certain circumstances, be related with good 
effect. They are not exactly suited to the nature of the Panoplist. 

Weare much obliged to the “riend, who sent us the account of a 
charitabbe institution im St. Christophers. - We shall be happy to make 
so excellent an institution, as extensively known, as possible. 

We thank H. for his valuable communication, which shall have 
an early insertion. 

Poetry. “ The Widow’s God,” and “ My Jesus,” are under con- 
sideration. 

*.* THE Editors, with much satisfaction, inform thei# patrons and the publick, that their 
Kist of subscribers is already so lirge and so fast incressing, that they have determined to 


give forty eight pages in future numbers, instead of furly, as promised im their proposals, with- 
out aiding to the price. 

*." DELAYS and irregularities in delivering the numbers, complained of in some cases, 
have been unavoidatie. Care willbe taken to remedy them in future. 

14? SUBSCRIBERS wili please to recollect that payment is tobe made for their numbers 
quarteriy, to ASHUR ADAMS, of Charlestown, Agent for the Editors. Punctuality in the 
payments is respecttully solicited. 


ERRATUM. Page 116, col. 2.1. 30. for distinguishing, read disguising. 





——et 2 
AGENTS FOR THE PANOPLIST. 
Rev. Micuirtt Brioop, Buckstown ;—Mr. E. Goopate, Hallowell ;— 
Tsomas Crarx, bookseller, Portland ;—W. & D Treapwett, do. Ports 
mouth ;—Tuomas & Wurrece, do. Newburyport ;—Cusuinc & ArpteTon, do. 
Salem ;—Epwarpb Cotton,do. Boston;—Isa1an Tuomas,do. Worcester ;—W11- 
ci1AM Burcer, do. Northampton;—W siT1NG, Backus & WuiTinG, do. Albany ;— 
‘L. & J. Sworps, do. New York ;—W™m. P. Faxrranp, do. Philadelphia ;—W™- 
WILKINSON, do. Providence ;—Isaac Beers & Co. do. New Haven ;—O. D. Cook, 
do, Hartford ;—Mr. Benjamuy Cummines, Windsor, Ver.;—Mr. Lez, Bath, Me 





